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Forthcoming Events:

The views expressed by the contributors to this newsletter are not necessarily those
of the Bude Canal & Harbour Society which does not accept responsibility for them.

Ralph Daniel,

Corporate Member of Supported by

Saturday 15th Dec  Deadline for articles for inclusion in Tub Boat No 62 to reach the editor 
Clive Horton on   

Sunday 16th Dec

Sunday 24th Feb Twelfth BCHS 

cshorton23@btinternet.com

Society Christmas event at the Castle Bude, a Christmas 
celebration (Winter Warmer) in the Education Room at The 
Castle Heritage Centre between 1.30pm and 3.00pm. There will 
be canal displays, the usual raffle prizes, mulled wine and a 
choice of pastries. We look forward to you supporting this event. 
Please complete the enclosed booking form and return it to the 

thTreasurer by Monday 10  December.

Tues1st Jan 2013  Publication of THE TUB BOAT No 62

 AGM at the Falcon Hotel Bude at 2.30pm. To be 
followed by a presentation, details of which will appear in the 
next newsletter.



1

No. 61 Autumn 2012

CONTENTS

THE TUB BOAT
Newsletter of the Bude Canal & Harbour Society

Cover:Virworthy Wharf
Photo: Geoff Lowe

Creaks from the Chair. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Membership Report . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Virworthy View. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Events Report . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Bude-Stratton Heritage Day 2012 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Morwenna . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
BCHS Summer Events Photo Report . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
What do boaters eat?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Letters to the Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
From the bookshelves . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
Bude Canal Trust Report. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12



CREAKS FROM THE CHAIR

I was awakened very early this morning by the unmistakable, 
raucous cackling of geese passing overhead on their way to more 
favourable destinations in which to pass their winter. Each day 
now, since 15 August, (which struck me at the time as an earlier start 
than usual) we have had the marvellous spectacle of skeins of 
geese in their immaculate V formations filling the skies in their 
hundreds, honking lustily as they pass overhead at amazing 
speeds. Two questions arise; why the non-stop calling which must 
use up precious energy needed for a long journey and why the 
occasional reversal of direction?  Whatever the reasons, how 
privileged we are in Bude, to experience this  great  twice-yearly 
migration of these remarkable and beautiful birds. 
   In the previous issue, it was good to welcome back an old friend 
“Virworthy View” with Geoff's personal touch and news of goings-
on up at the wharf. This, together with what is now regular 
information about Bude Canal Trust's care of  that end of the canal, 
all makes for good, informative reading which I know is much 
appreciated by our readers.  Thanks to Geoff, Mike, Tim, Steve and 
all up there in the out-back.
Also new to TTB was the fascinating record of mammal-sightings 
along the canal and within the Bude valley generally, obtained 
from the Ranger.  All this kind of information whether official, historic 
or casual is of  interest to our members,  so if you know something 
the rest of us don't know or whatever you might see relevant to our 
canal and which would make good reading, please send it to Clive 
for possible inclusion in the magazine.
   As trading seasons go, this one has been pretty awful.  Our 
gazebo, a sturdy structure of canvas and metal with a good roof 
and large enough to accommodate several tables, a good deal 
of our stock and two or three helpers of varying sizes, is nonetheless 
poor protection against the ferocious winds and lashing rain let 
loose upon us here in North Cornwall and protecting our stock has 
been all but impossible at times. Hence there have been occasions 
when we have not shown the flag.  These times are rare; our Events 
personnel and helpers are dedicated folk and don't give in easily 
but this summer has been a challenge to the stoutest among us.  
You will read elsewhere that despite adverse conditions we have 
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all turned out where possible, the public have been there and 
somehow money has been made towards our projects and 
aspirations which are what the society is all about.  Thank you to all 
trustees and helpers, with special reference to Chris, Betty and Mike 
who are our stalwarts in these matters.
      Finally, I was fascinated by this snippet from “Looking Back” in 
our local paper this week,  6th September. 2012.           
     “110 years ago;  September 13th  1902. A passenger steamer 
from Ilfracombe landed passengers at Bude on Wednesday.  They 
caught the afternoon train to London.”
My immediate thought was this couldn't have happened without 
the presence of the canal and all the harbour works, though by 
then, the canal had been closed for at least two years   No doubt 
the little jetty at the end of the slip-way would have been used for 
folks to land, as the lock would be too small for a steamer I would 
think, even if there had been men around willing to work it. 

Audrey Wheatley

Membership Report

We welcome the following new members who have joined since 
June:
Dr Brian & Mrs Jane Leslie, Falcon Terrace, Bude
Mr & Mrs Tony & Barbara Kestell, Ocean View Road, Bude.
As many of you will realise, this is the time of the year when I have to 
remind you that subscriptions were due on 1st September for all 
members except those who joined after 1st May. Renewal forms 
(where appropriate) are included with this newsletter. Members 
are encouraged to return the Standing Order Form to me as it is a 
more efficient method of payment for the society and avoids your 
renewal being overlooked. Membership cards will automatically 
be sent to members who have already completed Standing Order 
Mandates and whose payments have been received. Can I also 
remind those members who are taxpayers and who have not 
completed a Gift Aid declaration that they can obtain a copy from 
the Treasurer.
Thank you for your continued support
Mike Moore

3



Virworthy View

How many of you noticed my non-deliberate error in the last Issue 
of Tub Boat? no prizes offered! Somehow I sent the text of a previous 
issue without checking it was the correct text. my sincere 
apologies- I have not had any brickbats yet! The pictures in the last 
issue related to the improvements to the footpath - but with no 
explanation you must have wondered what they were about. You 
should have read this 'Some of the footpath leading to the lakes, 
where it was very muddy, has been resurfaced. Much excitement 
with a digger taking off the turf and replacing with stones! Not a 
very easy surface for walking on, However it is only half way to the 
lower lake. With time no doubt the grass will grow through it again. 
With the excessive rain of late, at times water  cascaded over the 
footpath again'.

One wet day in the field! Photo: Geoff Lowe

There is a leak around the spillway in the Wharf allowing the water 
level to drop when there is no replenishment (not happened very 
often lately!). Several attempts to stem the leak have so far failed.
Only one moor hen has produced in the Wharf this year - this may 
be due to the extremes of weather and the drop in water. 
Jackdaws have taken up residence in the Wharf building again this 
year and they have found a good source of food if they follow the 
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free range chickens.The fowl population has increased with twelve 
ex-battery hens - but sadly the peahen numbers have decreased 
due to the dreaded fox. One peahen was spooked by a fox and 
ended up at the house by the Lower Lake and was away for some 
five weeks before she returned home on her own.
In March I thought there would be fewer swallows due to the bad 
weather but as the summer progressed more and more arrived 
and I think now there has been just as many. My garage is covered 
in droppings!
Hedgerow soft fruits have been a disaster this year with hardy any 
blackberries and the sloes look poor. Even my apple trees are 
devoid of apples but there does seem to be plenty of hawthorn 
berries for the birds. 
With all the vigorous growth of trees and shrubs and the unsuitable 
weather to tackle the trimming,autumn leaves are going to be a 
problem. 

Geoff Lowe 

Events Report

We have attended two events with our stall during the summer, 

Bude Stratton Heritage Day and the Bude Carnival Fete. However 

due to an adverse weather forecast we decided not to attend the 

RNLI event as planned.  Sales have been good at the events which 

we attended and we wish to thank everyone for their support.  

There has been good attendance at the Barge Workshop on 

Sunday afternoons with visitors supporting us by buying canal 

books and leaflets and giving generous donations.

Forthcoming Event
thOn 16  December we are organising a Christmas celebration 

(Winter Warmer) in the Education Room at The Castle Heritage 

Centre between 1.30pm and 3.00pm. There will be canal displays, 

the usual raffle prizes, mulled wine and a choice of pastries. We look 

forward to you supporting this event. Please complete the 
th

enclosed booking form and return it to the Treasurer by Monday 10  

December.

Betty Moore
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Bude - Stratton Heritage Day 2012

Hundreds turned out for Bude-Stratton Heritage Day at The Castle 

and were greeted with a host of attractions for all ages.

thThe annual Heritage Day which was held on the 5  of August saw 

everything from food and drink to vintage fairground rides and 

while the recent bad weather did threaten to cause problems the 

sun shone through to make for a fantastic afternoon.

Crowds were kept entertained with music from Bude Metric Brass, 

The Barrel Rock Boys, Bude Town Band and The Bencoolen 

Wreckers all introduced by Councillor Paul Tilzey. For younger 

visitors Phil Deeks aka Passing Showers held a circus skills workshop 

and also entertained with his stilt walking and balloon modelling 

alongside Richard Ready who performed magic tricks on The 

Castle lawn before his show in The Parkhouse Centre.

Community groups including Bude Canal and Harbour Society, The 

Old Cornwall Society, Friends of Bude Sea Pool and Exercise For 

Mobility were just some exhibitors who had stalls and displays 

BCHS Heritage Day Display. Photo:Mike Moore
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promoting the fantastic work they do. Along with the community 

groups local business were selling cheeses, cakes, fudge, brownies 

drinks and more. 

New for this years' Heritage Day, Dr Roger Higgs of Geoclastica Ltd 

gave two talks on the unique geology of Bude and the discovery 

he made about the Bude fossil fish “Cornuboniscus budensis”. The 

fossil is currently on display in The Castle Heritage Centre and for 

those who missed the talks Dr Higgs holds guided walks that can be 

booked at the Tourist Information Centre. Following the geology 

talks The Cornish Language Partnership gave a taster session in 

speaking Cornish.

The classic car display outside The Parkhouse Centre attracted a lot 

of attention once again and Mayors from visiting towns were 

treated to a ride around Bude in some of the more unusual vehicles 

including a rare Alvis. For the second year in a row Cliff Adams 

drove his 1961 Ford Anglia all the way from Buckinghamshire to 

display it along side the Bude Motor Club cars.

The scale steam engines of Kevin and Gordon Burrow could be 

seen, heard and smelt as they puffed and whistled around the 

castle grounds alongside the miniature engine of John Briggs and 

vintage stationary engines were chugging away next to the fire 

station.

“It is fantastic to see so many people involved and interested in the 

heritage of Bude” said event organiser Andrew Morgan of Bude-

Stratton Town Council. “We have had a great turn out of exhibitors, 

stall holders and visitors and I have already had lots of really positive 

feedback. Heritage Day 2012 has been a huge success thanks to 

all those involved and I would like to hear from any groups or 

businesses wanting to take part in future events to make 2013's 

Heritage Day even better”.

Andrew Morgan
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BRISTOL PILOT CUTTER "MORWENNA" LOCKS INTO BUDE CANAL

0800 hrs on 5th September 2012; a still, sunny September morning 
with little sea swell. The lock gate volunteers have gathered to lock 
into the canal the largest vessel for some time. The "MORWENNA" is 
a Bristol Pilot Cutter built in 2009 and has an overall length of 60ft. 
(for further details visit www.traditional-sailing.com).

The reason for the visit is because she is being used as part of a 
television series entitled "The Hungry Sailors". The theme being that 
cook, Dick Strawbridge and merry crew, sail around the coast 
calling into various ports to highlight the local produce and to cook 
them in situ on the quayside.

"MORWENNA" rounded Barrel Rock (not under sail!) and navigated 
the deep channel and entered the lock whereupon the lock gate 
volunteers proceeded to leap into well drilled action and safely 
passed her into the canal where she moored outside the old 
museum building. The weather was kind and a days sunny filming 
ensued, witnessed by a large audience of onlookers, who 
appeared as if "choreographed" into the script. After filming, she 
moved up the canal and moored overnight outside "The Olive 
Tree".

0830 hrs the following morning, another calm, sunny day, saw the 
process with the lock gate volunteers reversed as they locked out 
"MORWENNA" to continue her voyage down to Penzance. What a 
lovely sight it was to see such a beautiful boat come into the canal. 
It gave an insight into how things must have looked in the Canal's 
heyday with all the sailing ketches entering and leaving.

Let us hope that "MORWENNA" or her kind will visit the canal again 
soon; for it is a shame not to use the canal facilities after so much 
was done to restore it to its present working condition; at least at the 
Lower Wharf and seaward end.

David Phillips.
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BCHS Summer Events Photo Report

Over the summer(if we can honestly call it that) BCHS have hosted 
as well as attended a number of events and the following is a 
snapshot through the eyes of photographers Betty and Mike 
Moore.
On Saturday 21st July BCHS hosted Rolle Canal Society visit to the 
Bude Canal including Merrifield,Hobbacott, the Barge Section and 
Bude Aqueduct.

On Saturday 11th August members attended a Garden Tea Party 
at The Barn House, Higher Penalt organised by Bude Canal Trust.

Rolle Canal Society Open Day saw BCHS members take the 
society’s display up to this fascinating restoration project,
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Finally Tiverton U3A benefited from a tour of the canal led by Chris 
Jewell.

What do boaters eat?

I’m quite fascinated by how different the lives of the working 
boaters once were, on the British canals and rivers, compared to 
the leisure boaters on the canals today.

The wife of a boatman on the English canals would have been in 
charge of a butty from the moment they cast off in the morning 
until they tied up the boats late at night. She then had to fit in her 
cabin chores, childcare and cooking in between those times. So 
making the family meal might be done in snatched moments while 
a lock emptied, or whilst cruising in a stretch of canal without any 
locks. One of the children might run up the towpath to deliver a 
plate of food to their father on the motor boat ahead; because the 
boats never stopped when they were working.

Boaters were known to be poachers when possible so they 
sometimes even had a pheasant for the pot, but more commonly 
their food would have been cheap and simple. I read in the 
historically researched novel ‘Ramlin Rose’ that they would eat a 
certain kind of bread, that unlike ours was firmer, and would keep 
for some days without going stale. In her book Favourite Boating 
Recipes, Cas Best has compiled a romantic collection of cosy stews 
and soups, inspired by the boating life. The recipes include fried 
eels, trout, salmon, rabbit and wood pigeon. Boaters may well 
have made something like her ‘Windfall Apple Pudding’ when 
finding fallen apples on the towpath.

Peggy 
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor
I was interested in Chris Jewell’s response to my article about the future 
of restoration . I agree that any full restoration of the Bude Canal is 
decades away - if it happens at all.
However the objections he raises have all been overcome by other 
schemes-
1) ‘the majority of the canal was of tub boat construction and not 
suited to modern boating’ I agree yet there is no practical problems in 
designing either special dimensioned craft to navigate or dayboats to 
fulfil the same function.
2) ‘ there is no major water supply available to water the system’ This is 
being solved in the Cotswold canals by water transfer and of course, 
the south west has one of the highest annual rainfall in England. The 
water is there it just runs to waste.
3) ‘the canal has six inclined planes which would create health and 
safety issues...’ There are numerous new inclined planes operational on 
the French canal system so presumably health and safety issues can be 
solved.
4) ‘the lack of interest from landowners and local authorities’ This is 
normal at an early stage of restoration. Landowners on some other 
canals complain restoration is not going fast enough. The local 
authorities will have no interest unless an imaginative voluntary group 
enthuses them. Plus has not in the case of Bude local authorities views 
changed from total lack of interest twenty years ago to some interest 
now?
I am sorry Chris Jewell believes there is nothing to achieve now on the 
Bude Canal - including Rodds Bridge. You can of course give up before 
you start. Most restorations refuse to take ‘no’ for an answer.
Regards
Mike Handford

Dear Editor
I have had sight of Mr Handford’s letter which reports his comments on 
my letter (see Tub Boat No 60)
Basically I stand by my comments. However I would just add that as a 
former Trustee/Director of the Bude Canal Trust ltd, Mr Handford should 
be aware how difficult it is to achieve the works needed to restore, 
rejuvenate etc any former canal, as is the case with the ‘Aqueduct 
Section’ of Bude Canal which is owned by the Bude Canal Trust Ltd.
This remains the same for the current Trustees/Directors who still face the 
problems of securing major funding to progress their plans, despite their 
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sterling efforts to raise the profile of this section of the canal, which I’m 
pleased to say that they are having some success in achieving.
With regards to Rodds Bridge and the Bude Canal it is not I, our Society 
or the many supporters who long to see the canal as a working 
waterway, who have given up but rather the owners, Cornwall Council 
who have apparently given up. Thus it is difficult if not impossible to 
progress.
I doubt that either Mr Handford or myself will live long enough to see 
whose views become reality. I hope his do but sincerely doubt that they 
will.
Yours sincerely
Chris Jewell

From the bookshelves

The Cotswold Canals Towpath Guide - 
The Stroudwater Navigation by Michael Handford 
Paperback £12-99 ISBN 978-1-84868-843-8
The Stroudwater Navigation was a canal linking Stroud to the Severn 
Estuary near Gloucester. At Wallbridge near Stroud it connected with the 
Thames & Severn Canal to form a link between the River Thames and the 
River Severn. It passed through a total of thirteen locks and was eight miles 
in length. The canal was opened in 1779 and operated until it was formally 
abandoned in 1954.
In 2001 the Cotswold Canal Partnership was formed to restore the 
Stroudwater Navigation from Stonehouse to Stroud.
Michael Handford’s history of the Stroudwater was first published in the 
1970's; the completely revised new edition has been published to reflect 
the restoration work that has taken place since then. Complete with 100 
black and white illustrations, many of which are published for the first time, 
the book will bring the restoration story up to date.
Available from all good bookshops and direct from Amberley 
publications  www.amberley-books.com  tel:+44(0)1453 847800

Bude Canal Trust report

The very wet weather experienced throughout the summer has proven 
difficult in maintaining a clear path along the canal this year and 
excessive growth meant the path was constricted. This has meant 
continued work with brush cutters in the majority of sections to keep some 
degree of control. More water draining from adjacent land has, in many 
places raised the level in the aqueduct higher than has been seen for a 
long while, particularly during July and August. The area round Virworthy 
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suffered an overspill of the footpath just to the north of the Wharf partly 
due to the normal flow direction to the spill getting increasingly blocked 
up with silt and weeds. A large leak also developed at the end of the 
concrete wall of the spill in August which was, after several attempts 
successfully sealed off temporarily until a more permanent solution can 
be put in place. 

A reported severe flooding caused by a blocked culvert initially set alarm 

bells ringing but thankfully, with a £50,000 cleanup price tag, it had 

occurred on a section of the Holsworthy branch, outside our ownership. 

However having ownership of four culverts passing under the aqueduct a 

decision was made to look at reducing the risk of a similar occurrence at 

these locations. A survey of required tree felling in the immediate vicinity 

of the culverts to reduce the crushing effect over the entrances and exits 

plus removal of potential debris into the culverts themselves has been 

carried out and is in the process of costing / implementation.

 'Three guided walks were done during the summer for the Rolle Canal 

                                                 Photos & article

                                                   Mike Degnan

folks, Holsworthy Hamlets Footpath Group, and Launceston Old Cornwall 

Society, mainly on the Vealand section. These were much appreciated, 

enhanced by the refreshments after, thanks to Thelma & Mick Stanton.'

The walls of Vealand Bridge are currently undergoing demolition and 

rebuilding with the existing stones plus lime mortar following the severe 

decline in their condition.

A small set back to the condition of the footpath between Virworthy Mill 

and Dexbeer occurred when several gates seem to have been left open 

and escaping livestock trampled the surface into a rather muddy and 

uneven surface.  Hopefully this will recover over the coming weeks.

A fundraising Open Garden Day was organized by Tim and Sandy Dingle 

in August plus a stall at Holsworthy's  St Peters Fair to publicize the Trust and 

its work which was manned by Mick and Paul also selling items of interest, 

both raised further funds for the ongoing work

The winter programme will be continuing in the coming months and any 

assistance from willing volunteers will be gratefully accepted. 
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