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Forthcoming Events:

The views expressed by the contributors to this newsletter are not necessarily those
of the Bude Canal & Harbour Society which does not accept responsibility for them.

David Phillips,

Corporate Member of Supported by

Saturday 14th Dec Deadline for articles for inclusion in Tub Boat No 66 to reach the    
editor Clive Horton on   

Sunday 15th Dec    

Sunday 23rd Feb    Thirteenth BCHS 

Aug 29th-31st           Possible coach trip to Falmouth Tall Ships Regatta

cshorton23@btinternet.com

A Christmas celebration (Winter Warmer) in the Education 
Room at The Castle Heritage Centre between 1.30pm and 
3.30pm. There will be canal displays, the usual raffle prizes, 
mulled wine and a choice of pastries. We look forward to 
you supporting this event. Please complete the enclosed 
booking form and return to the Treasurer by Monday 9th 
December

Wed 1st Jan 2014   Publication of THE TUB BOAT No 66

 AGM at the Falcon Hotel Bude at 2.30pm.     
To be followed by a presentation - speaker to be arranged.

mailto:cshorton23@btinternet.com
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A Rather Special day

It was a good handshake by any standard, the 
accompanying smile was broad and friendly and the prompt  
admiration of our BCHS polo shirts,  genuine in its spontaneity.  
Anne, Mike and I felt on the whole that our day had got off to 
a very good start. I refer,  of course, to the lightning visit to 
Bude on 15th July, of Their Royal Highnesses The Prince of 
Wales and the Duchess of Cornwall and our small part in the 
proceedings. The weather was beautiful, the flags were  
fluttering from poles and bunting on all sides,  crowds were 
gathering wherever good vantage-points offered 
themselves and an air of expectation and bonhomie was 
everywhere.  From our position within the museum right next 
to the working model of Hobbacott inclined plane we could 
see the assembled schoolchildren in a state of flag-waving 
excitement in their positions within the castle grounds. Lots 
was going on in the canal and on the wharf side and there 
was keen anticipation all around. We learnt on the grapevine 

Anne Longley, Mike Moore & Audrey Wheatley meet the 
royal party.

Photos: Bob Willingham, Studiosouthwest, Bude
that the royal helicopter would, contrary to all precedents,  
be landing  on the cliffs above Summerleaze and our visitors 
would be walking down Belle Vue on their way to the Castle,  
so it was not surprising that the arrival there was somewhat 
later than planned;  but consequently, how many more  
delighted hands must have been shaken in that friendly 
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walkabout! Eventually we had the signal and soon afterwards 
the cheering began,  the car appeared on the drive, and the 
Royal couple emerged and immediately headed for the 
ranks of delighted children all around them.  In no time at all 
we saw the Prince coming our way chatting animatedly to all 
he met.  When it was our turn, Anne gave her little spiel about 
the society and introduced Mike and me, and our hands 
were cordially shaken whereupon Mike presented The Prince 
with  the society's own book “ Bude Canal Some Interesting 
Facts.”.The Prince asked several questions about us, our 
achievements and our aims and seemed delighted that we 
considered ourselves as much a nagging as a campaigning 
society!  He wanted to know who we nagged and, yes,  we 
did give a hint.   While we were doing our stuff at the plane 
Chris was entertaining the Duchess with his Titanic pictures 
and anecdotes and was pleased with the interest she took in 
everything.  At this point in the proceedings our visitors  had a 
hint that they must get a move on and  off they went 
canalwards to see all that was going on there and to meet 
the people waiting for them outside.   

The Royal visitors talking to the gig boat crew on the Lower Wharf. Photos: B Moore

For our part, we were well pleased with our small contribution 
to a good day for Bude and to have had the honour of 
making the acquaintance of two such very pleasant people.  
Yes it was a good handshake by any standards.
Audrey Wheatley        
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Membership Report
We welcome the following new member who has joined since 
June:
Mr Ray Alexander, Budleigh Salterton (Life Member)
Ray is a member of the committee of the West Country Branch of 
the IWA and secretary of the South West Region.
As many of you will realise, this is the time of the year when I have to 
remind you that subscriptions were due on 1st September for all 
members except those who joined after 1st May. Renewal forms 
(where appropriate) are included with this newsletter. Members 
are encouraged to return the Standing Order Form to me as it is a 
more efficient method of payment for the society and avoids your 
renewal being overlooked. Membership cards will automatically 
be sent to members who have already completed Standing Order 
Mandates and whose payments have been received. Can I also 
remind those members who are taxpayers and who have not 
completed a Gift Aid declaration that they can obtain a copy from 
the Treasurer. Thank you for your continued support
Mike Moore, Membership Secretary

Bude Canal Trust report

We are pleased to be able to report that the first two capping 

stones have now been positioned and the remaining roadside wall 

has been finished at Vealand Bridge. The four walls in the canal 

leading up to the bridge have also been rebuilt and these just need 

some ground clearance being cut back to allow the six remaining 

capping stones to be put into place. Despite our wildest hopes that 

they may be found buried in the accumulated silt, unfortunately 

the last four outer stones on the outlet side of the bridge remain 

missing.  

                                    Vealand bridge photos.
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missing. Our annual Open Day, with a venue generously made 

available at the Falcon Hotel in Bude was supported by several of 

our partner organisations and others with similar themed activities. 

This was a total success with more than sixty locals and visitors 

enjoying the displays and making enquiries about their various 

projects. We would like to thank all those involved for their support.

The 8' gate with post and rail fencing has been completed at 

Burmsdon Farm in an effort to deter walkers from using the farm as 

an exit route from the aqueduct bridge end of the footpath which 

has been causing concern with the farmer.

July and August

The usual footpath maintenance has been ongoing successfully 

with the lawnmower and brush cutter / strimmer during the much 

welcomed stretch of drier and very much hotter weather during 

which several walkers commented on how pleasant and tranquil 

this footpath was. The recent change to wetter conditions has 

increased the vegetation again but with top up cutting, the whole 

length from the Lower Lake to Burmsdon remains clear. 

Unfortunately Sue and Alan Field have had to put on indefinite 

hold, their wildlife contributions to our webpage but Alan Rowland 

has kindly offered to continue with a quarterly walk report. All of the 

previous contributions have been enlightening and very much 

appreciated as is Alan's offer for the future.

Bude Heritage Day on the castle grounds brought a mixture of 

sunshine, blustery showers and an abundance of visitors. A lot of 

interest was shown from both locals and visitors with Mick Stanton 

also taking full advantage with his oddments of interest stall adding 

to our fundraising.

Dunsdon & Gainsmoor photos.
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The long awaited work has now been started on the canal section 

passing through Dunsdon Nature Reserve, The accumulated silt has 

been removed from the canal profile over some three hundred 

yards and the stonework of Gainsmoor Bridge has been repaired 

and rebuilt where needed. Work will continue to build a sluice gate 

at each end to control the water level in this section with the flow 

from the stream. A potential for a new wildlife habitat and another 

variation in the footpath surroundings for visiting walkers with the 

added historical feature of the original canal use being returned.

Please visit our website at   or by 

Google searching Bude Canal Trust for the latest news and we 

always welcome enquiries, comments, suggestions or to report 

problems encountered along the footpath to our Email address. 

 
All photos and text Mike Degnan

The Barge Workshop, Helebridge
The Town Council have now agreed the extra work that needs to 
be done to cater for the use of the roof by bats.  It is anticipated 
that the works will commence in early October 2013, after the 
seasonal opening of the premises by BCHS on Sunday afternoons, 
to allow public viewing of the Tub Boat and other heritage items.  
BCHS have a sum of £500 set aside as a small contribution to this 
work.  The Society hopes that BSTC is able to fulfil its aims to make 
better use of the premises to interpret the local industrial and canal 
heritage.
Chris Jewell

The Lower Basin, Bude
During 2010, Cornwall Council, who own and operate the canal 
between the sea lock and Helebridge split the responsibility for the 
canal into 2 sections.

1. Canal above Falcon Bridge to Helebridge, remaining with 
the Environment Services, with its agreed licensing system.

2. Canal below Falcon Bridge to sea lock i.e. Lower Basin, 
passed to the marine section.  There is some logic to this as 
the Lower Basin does have vessels entering and or leaving 

the canal via the sea lock.  There is no agreed licensing 

www.bude-canal-trust.co.uk

budecanaltrust@gmail.com
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system for this lower section, in general the commercial 
activity providers have agreed to avoid use of the Lower 
Basin. During 2011 & 2012 a degree of chaos ensued when 
the Basin was used by a local activity provider to the 
consternation of Bude Canal Angling Association the boat 
hire operator and other local traders.  This activity had the 
blessing of the Council's Marine Section. At time 90 canoeists 
with excitable teenagers were squashed into this relatively 
small section of the canal.  There was no discernible control 
of numbers, standard of activity or consideration for other 
users.  Despite representation to the Council, nothing useful 
was done.

3. In January 2013, BCHS formally wrote to the Bude Area 
Community Network Panel, a local advisory group set up by 
Cornwall Council, expressing our concerns about this 
unsatisfactory situation.  After a flurry of emails between 
BCHS and various officers of Cornwall Council, there was no 
offer of a change to the new regime for Lower Basin.  At the 

th
meeting of the Panel, on 8  July 2013, BCHS and BCAA 
made personal approaches to the meeting urging a 
resolution to this situation.  The Panel, which is made up of 
local Cornwall Councillors and Town/Parish Councillors in 
the Panel's area, agreed this matter needs resolution and 
Bude Ward Cornwall Councillor, David Parsons agreed to 
take this matter on.  Cllr Parsons has had preliminary 
meetings with BCHS and BCAA as to the problems and 
possible solutions. It is intended to have an autumn meeting 
with the Cornwall Council Cabinet Member for the 
Environment, Cllr Edwina Hannaford, to endeavour to 
resolve this and other matters, to achieve a more realistic 
supervised and consultative system for the Lower Basin of 
Bude Canal for all its users.

Chris Jewell

Ancient Crossing of the River Strat
th

Since the 12  Century, there has been a crossing of the River Strat 
(Neet) at the location where the footbridge known as Nanny 
Moores Bridge is located.  Originally, this would have a causeway 
linking the south and west side of the Bude Valley with the north and 
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east side.  The lands on either side of the river and estuary were 
owned and controlled by 2 important families, the Arundels to the 
west and the Grenvilles to the east.  Early maps confirm this crossing 
place and the route to and from it as an important asset to 
travellers in this estuary area, which easily flooded in the tidal flow 

thwhich went up the valley as far as Helebridge.  By the late 16  
century, both families were developing this area, the Grenvilles 
with a quay for trading and by 1589 the Arundels had built a tidal 
mill on the area, probably where the present Recreation Ground is 
situated.  This is referred to in Richard Carew's survey of Cornwall in 
1602.  In the west end corner of the present Leven Cottages, is a 
granite block inscribed 'AJA 1589' (Anne & John Arundel 1589) 
which is a relict from their tide mill,  Leven cottages are adjacent to 
the river and the crossing point, but were probably not connected 
to the tide mill, because of their close proximity to the river.
The footbridge, probably a packhorse bridge, was established by 
1748 and known originally as Bude Bridge.  Its current name (Nanny 
Moores Bridge) commemorates a woman who lived in one of the 

th
cottages in the late 19  century and was a 'dipper', that is one who 
escorted ladies who wished to bathe or dip in the sea.  This lady was 
known as Nanny Moores.
In June 1993, a massive flood inundated the Bude Valley and the 
river area in Bude, i.e. The Strand, The Crescent, Leven Cottages 
and adjacent areas, to depth of 4 to 5 feet.  As a result of this flood, 
a scheme was devised to alleviate future flooding events.  As part 
of this scheme, archaeology surveys of the 'Nanny Moore Bridge' 
area were carried out by Nigel Thomas BA, AIFA, Cornwall 
Archaeological Unit.
These were an initial desk top survey to record the development of 
the site and a brief to record any finds when any works were carried 
out.  The archaeology desk top survey confirmed the crossing, the 
possibility of a tide mill and the footbridge origins etc.  The record of 
finds when work was done, including the finding of a paved area 
and a number of timbers found in the river bed.  All the timbers 
have mortices and other features, which indicated that they were 
structural pieces, but had been reused from their original purpose.   
These timbers were saved and stored in the BSTC's Helebridge 
Barge Workshop for future examination and dating.
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Timbers recovered from the river near Nanny Moores Bridge 
which are now on display in the Barge Workshop, Helebridge.

Photos: Mike Moore

Currently, the timbers are still at Helebridge, but earlier this year 
they had samples of wood taken for examination and dating.  
The report is awaited.  It is fair to say that BCHS had to pester the 
Town Council to commit to authorising the examination and 
dating of the timbers.  The re-emergence of CAU's earlier reports 
undoubtedly helped to convince the Council to take the proper 
action.  We all await the report on the timbers and hope it will 
throw some light on the history of Bude.
Chris Jewell
Acknowledgement
CAU's reports 1995 & 2000 by Nigel Thomas BAT, AIFA

Bude Stratton Town Council Archives
With reference to 'The Tub Boat' no 64, pages 5 & 6, the Bude 
Stratton Town Council have given consent to the Society to make 
use of information about the canal as mentioned in issue 64.  Whilst I 
have not yet completely transcribed the small handwritten 
notebook, there is one item of information which I found quite 
interesting.  As I have said, this note book is full of information about 
trade activity, fees collected and measurements.  One item is 
about the inclined planes, their rise and length, which are already 
known to anyone who has read about the Bude Canal.  However, 

rd
this item had a 3  column which I had never heard of before as 
being a factual item.  The information is reproduced on the next 
page as copied from the notebook

.
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Length and rise of the Planes belonging to the Bude Canal

Length   Rise No of Rollers
Marhamchurch Plane 836'1”    119' 8”         89
Hobbacott 935' 0”   225' 0”       177
Merrifield 361' 0”     63' 0”         26
Tamerton 365' 0”     58' 10”         27
Werrington 259' 8”     51' 2”         15
Vealand 514' 8”     58' 5”         41
Total           3271' 5”

   Feet      Miles      Furlong    poles  yds
Total length of all the planes  3271 to   ½               1           28       3

rdAs you can see, the 3  column is 'No of Rollers', which raised the 
question for what reason were 'rollers' used?

rd
In the 1790's Robert Fulton, in correspondence with the 3  Earl 
Stanhope, discussed the use of rollers on inclined planes as a 
means of aiding propulsion.  The conclusion being it would only be 
suitable for smaller boats with loads of no more than 2 tons.  As I 
pondered this idea, I recalled a report of an eye witness account of 
the operation of the Marhamchurch Inclined Plane.  In fact, the 
Society made a display panel of the report and the following is 
taken from this report which answers the question '………………..the 
sagging chains as they approached and left the great wheels and 
fell on the sleeves or rollers in the centre of each track'.  Thus, the 
rollers were an important part of the operation of the Inclined 
planes by aiding the circulation of the continuous chain which 
pulled or lowered the boats on the rails.
The description of the operation of the inclined plane was by a Mr 
Venning of Marhamchurch and was published in 'A Map for 
Ramblers' by Arthur A Isaac of Bude in the late 1920's.
Copyright of the plane information is held by Bude Stratton Town 
Council and BCHS is grateful for permission to use this information.
Chris Jewell

Can you help us?

We need clean books and bric-a-brac to start next year's fund-

raising. If anyone has any of the above items available we can 
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arrange to collect them locally or you can take them to one of our 

trustees. You can contact me on 01288 361878. Thank you.

Betty Moore

Falmouth Tall Ships 2014 – What is it all about?

Falmouth has been chosen as the starting port for the Royal 

Greenwich Tall Ships Regatta 2014. The ships, including a number of 

impressive square-rigged vessels will gather in Falmouth for three 
stdays before the race which starts on Sunday 31  August. The ships 

assemble at Queen's Wharf in Falmouth Docks which will be open 
th th

to the public from 28  to 30  August. They will leave the docks on 

the Sunday to take part in a parade in Falmouth Bay before racing 

off up the English Channel to the finishing line off the Isle of Wight, 

then sailing on to Greenwich.

The Tall Ships leaving Falmouth in September 2008. Photo: M Moore

We are looking into the possibility of organising a coach trip to 

Falmouth for this event, either to visit the ships in the docks during 

one of the three days they are open for visitors or on the Sunday for 

the parade and departure. If you would like to join us on this trip 

could you please complete the enclosed form indicating your 

preference so that we can gauge interest. This will also give you 

preference when making your final booking. Prices will be 

available later when final arrangements have been made.

Betty Moore, Events Secretary

Box’s Foundry

Update on the Planning Applications relating to Box's Foundry. As 

far as I can tell the status of application is still "Pending 

Consideration" so there is nothing further to report at the moment 

but I am making enquiries with our local Cornwall Councillor. 

Mike Moore
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Summer Events Photo Report
Navigation Event 6th July

The gigs at the Sea Lock, 
Rodds Bridge going up, 

Rodds Bridge coming back,
passing Outdoor Adventure,

at the Falcon Hotel

Tamar Trip 20th July

Devonport Dockyard, HMS Duncan, Saltash and the Royal Albert Bridge

Calstock Viaduct, The Plymouth Princess on arrival at Morwellham 
Quay, The Waterwheel at Morwellham Quay.

Workparty 14th September

The Lock Gates, Painting in progress, Newly painted handrails

All Photos: Mike Moore
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View from the North
As you read this I will hopefully be sunning myself whilst investigating 
the fascinating canals of the mediterranean island of Majorca. Just 
over 30 years ago Rosemary and I celebrated our honeymoon 
here and it will be interesting to see what changes have taken 
place and what if anything has remained the same. So it is with the 
numbers that the Royal Navy gives to its ships. Those of you who 
went on the Tamar trip to Morwellham Quay passed D-37 which 
when commissioned will be HMS Duncan but back in 1941 D-37 was 
the number given to HMS Dasher, at the time an aircraft carrier but 
whose namesake visited Bude Canal back in 1992.
I look forward to reading your articles for inclusion in the next edition 
of the Tub Boat which will be published in January 2014 and wish 
you a Happy Christmas and Prosperous New Year.

Clive Horton
Photo is looking south towards Bude with Hoy Hills in background. 
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