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Forthcoming Events:
Sunday 16th May Stall at Bude Motor Classic Event at Bude Rugby Ground

Wednesday 28th May Bude Canal Trust Open Day at Holsworthy. Display in
Holsworthy Town Council Chambers from 9am to 5pm

Saturday 14th June Deadline for articles for inclusion in Tub Boat No 68 to
reach the editor Clive Horton on
cshorton23@btinternet.com

Tuesday 1st July Publication of THE TUB BOAT No 68
Saturday 27th July Stall at Bude Stratton Heritage Day
Saturday 16th August Stall at Bude Carnival
Saturday 23rd August Stall in RNLI marquee

Saturday 30th August Falmouth Tall Ships Regatta, leaving Bude at 9.00.
fl11per person. See enclosed booking form.

Contributions for the next edition of the Tub Boat should be sent as an e-mail attachment
to cshorton23@btinternet.com or copied onto a USB memory stick or CD and send to
Mike Moore (Tel: 01288 361878) to reach him by 14th June 2014.

Trustees: Chairman Vacant
Vice-Chairman Vacant
Secretary Vacant
Treasurer Chris Jewell
Events Secretary Betty Moore
Minuting Secretary Vacant
Other trustees Pavid Phillips

Anne Longley

Membership Secretary ~ Mike Moore (non-trustee)
The Tub Boat Editor Clive Horton (non-trustee)

The views expressed by the contributors to this newsletter are not necessarily those
of the Bude Canal & Harbour Society which does not accept responsibility for them.

Corporate Member of Supported by
A= The Inland Cornwall
- Waterways Community
S Association Foundation
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Creaks from an empty Chair

In January 2014 we received the unfortunate news that three trustees had
decided to resign due to family commitments. Audrey Wheatley was a
founder member of the original Bude Canal Society, a loyal memberand a
long term trustee. Ralph and Pamela Daniel were more recent trustees.
Our thanks go to all of them for their efforts and support. This leaves the
society with only four trustees which is in conflict with our constitution
which states a minimum of six. BCHS is to seek advice from The Charity
Commission, whilst making another urgent appeal to local members for
new trustees who will be prepared to get involved. The society is
financially secure, active and involved in various local schemes for the
benefit of Bude Canal and its environs. If you are interested please make
contact.

We were saddened by the news that on 12th March our friend and former
trustee, Bryan Dudley Stamp had died after a period of poor health. Bryan
was a true lover and champion of all things Bude. He will be missed by us
all. Restin peace.

Chris Jewell

Membership Report

Unfortunately no new members have joined since the last edition of the
Tub Boat although there have been a few more renewals.

Could members who have given us their e-mail addresses please
remember to send any updates or amendments to info@bude-
canal.co.uk so that we can continue to notify you when the newsletter is
available on-line and for us to send any other notifications or booking
forms etc. Thank you for your assistance and for your continued support.
Mike Moore

Our vision for the future of the Bude Canal and the Bude Valley
When the Bude Canal Regeneration Project ended in March 2009 certain
important elements were not completed due to funding and other issues.
These were:
1. The replacement of Rodds Bridge to give the necessary
headroom to allow boats to navigate the canal.
2. One or more slipways above Falcon Bridge to allow boats to gain
accesstothe canal.
As a consequence of these omissions one of the main objectives of the



Regeneration Project, i.e. to reopen the canal to navigation, was NOT
achieved despite the fact that the whole length of the canal had been
dredged and the locks at Rodds Bridge and Whalesborough had been re-
instated. However, the project did achieve many of its original objectives
and has been beneficial to the economy of the Bude district but these two
outstanding elements need to be completed to allow the canal to fulfil its
full potential.

Rodds Bridge

To allow navigation we believe that the present low-level fixed bridge
should be replaced by a moveable bridge (e.g. a lift bridge). Earlier
proposals for a fixed bridge were unsuitable as the necessary headroom
could not be achieved due to the low level of the approach roads. Cornwall
Council carry out a safety inspection of the current bridge every six
months as they acknowledge that the bridge is sub-standard and will need
to be replaced. Both BCHS and IWA have funds set aside as a
contribution towards the costs of a replacement bridge to allow navigation
and it may also be possible to obtain a grant from IWA Restoration
Committee. The re-instatement of an opening bridge at this location would
be animportant contribution to the heritage of the canal.

Slipways

The provision of one or more slipways is essential to open up the canal to
visiting Trail Boats (boats arriving on a trailer) which would otherwise be
unable to gain access to the canal. A slipway could be incorporated into
the project being developed by HIWAG (the group developing a
waterways project on the site of the old Band Hall and Scout Hut on the
Higher Wharf). Both BCHS and IWA West Country Branch are active
supporters of this project as it will provide significant benefits to the local
economy and make proper use of community land.

Boating Opportunities

Completion of the above projects would open the canal to boating activity
which would have an economic benefit for the area due to additional
tourism. The adoption of a Boat Safety Licence Scheme would ensure
that safe and environmentally friendly boating could take place. Users of
Trail Boats, some of which are fitted with on-board living facilities, often
stay in the area for longer periods. This would bring money into the area
and revenue to the owner of the canal in the form of mooring fees etc.
Although this section of the canal is only two miles long, there would be an
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opportunity for a trip boat operation to be set up giving atleast two trips per
day which would offer a variety of options for visitors to the Bude Valley.
This would again offer additional income for Cornwall Council and another
choice of activity for tourists (i.e. walk up to Helebridge and return to Bude
by boat).

The Bude Valley and beyond

With regard to the wider Bude Valley, the next most important projectis to
complete the multi-use trail from Helebridge to the county border to
connect with the proposed Devon link to the Ruby Trail. This will provide a
real boost to the local economy through increased tourism and overall
green benefits for everyone. We welcome the current extension of the trail
beyond Helebridge but unless Cornwall Council can give a commitment to
extend the route off-road to the county border this is an extension to
nowhere. This requires Cornwall Council to use its own resources and
compulsory purchase powers to provide an off-road route preferably
along the course of the old railway line. Although this would be less than
three miles it would have great economic benefits and encourage Devon
County Council to extend their existing route from Holsworthy towards the
Cornish border. This would give access to the extensive network of routes
already openin Devon.

Other Funding Opportunities

We suggest that Cornwall Council examine the proposed Landscape
Partnership Project which is now being developed by the Bude Canal
Trust Partnership. This project is wide-ranging covering both sides of the
border beyond the route of the Bude Canal. Mr Chris Sims, the
Community Network Manager for Bude & Launceston, is aware of this
project and both BCHS and IWA have asked the partnership to include the
replacement of Rodds Bridge in the Landscape Partnership Project. For
this to be successful, Cornwall Council would have to be involved as a
partner, which is not unreasonable as the council is the owner of the
bridge and has an obligation to maintain itin a safe condition. As a result of
NCDC being involved in the studies for the Bude Canal Regeneration
Project, the council will already have much technical information needed
to progress the project to replace the bridge.

We feel that the LPP and the Post Convergence funds which are due this
year could be used to achieve the aims of completing the three projects
mentioned above, i.e.



1. The replacement of Rodds Bridge to give the necessary
headroom to allow boats to navigate the canal.
2. One or more slipways above Falcon Bridge to allow boats to gain
access tothe canal.
3. Completion of the multi-use trail to the Devon border.
Cornwall Council could be instrumental in enabling these projects to be
completed which would be part of a wider economic plan to improve local
infrastructure which would benefit tourism and contribute to the economy
of Bude and North Cornwall.

AGM Report2014
The 13th AGM of the society was held at The Falcon Hotel, Bude on 23rd
February 2014. The meeting was chaired by Chris Jewell who covered all
items on the agenda. This is because he is the only officer of the
committee, being the Hon. Treasurer.
He advised the meeting that currently there is no Chairman or Secretary
and that the trustees shared the responsibilities to a greater or lesser
extent.
Continuing, he highlighted the society's commitment to the future of the
canal by continuing to press Cornwall Council about Rodds Bridge and
Higher Wharf. The society are founder members of the Higher Wharf
Action Group (HIWAG) who are working on a plan to redevelop the site
and provide access to the canal. At this point Mrs Anne Longley, a Trustee
and BCHS representative on HIWAG, gave a brief update on the project.
During 2014 the society hopes to continue with its usual activities i.e.

1. Navigation Event.

2. Attendlocal public events

3. Open the Barge Workshop for Bude Stratton Town Council on

Sunday afternoons between the end of July and the end of
September.

4. Organise an annual coach trip.
Additionally the Trustees hope to be able to update and refresh our
website.
The treasurer then presented the Accounts for 2013 which had previously
been circulated. These have been inspected and agreed by our Inspector
of Accounts, Crest Accountants of Bude. The five accounts are stable and
will allow the society to operate normally during 2014.



The following important facts were reported by the treasurer:

1. In January 2013 we made a donation of £100 to the Grand
Western Canal Association to be used in connection with the
repair of a major breach of the Grand Western Canal. However,
during 2013, BCHS became aware that G.W.C.A. were not going
to use the £100 for the purpose specified. BCHS pointed out that
this was not acceptable and asked for the donation to be returned.
After an exchange of e-mails G.W.C.A. agreed and returned the
£100. This has now been added to the ring-fenced monies in
Account 3 inrelation to the replacement bridge at Rodds Bridge.

2. The £500 in Account 3, which is ring-fenced, is to encourage
development of the Barge Workshop.

3. With regard to HIWAG, the Trustees have agreed to donate £500
towards the cost of a Project Officer to progress this project.

4. InAugust 2013, the society's storage shed was damaged during a
storm. By dismantling, repairing and resiting the shed at a cost of
£563.35, BCHS saved £300 against the cost of obtaining and
erecting a new shed. The costs were further offset by generous
donations of £250 from members.

5. The ability of BCHS to be able to operate and support our
objectives is due not only by fundraising but to the continuing
support of our members subscriptions and the often generous
donations given. For all of that the Trustees thank you.

6. The proposed Landscape Partnership Project managed by the
Bude Canal Trust Partnership is working on an application for a
Part 1 Grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund. However, since the
AGM, their Project Officer has resigned due to domestic and
health problems.

Membership

Total no. of memberships including life members 129
Total no. of members including life members 142
Total no. of life members 28

Finally the Treasurer gave his thanks to fellow Trustees and members
who have supported the efforts of the society in many ways and as always
to Mike Moore for the things he does for the society.

The members approved and adopted the accounts and the Treasurer
proposed that the society reappoint Crest Accountants to act as the



Inspectors of Accounts. This was agreed.

With regard to the committee, the only member retiring by rotation was
Chris Jewell who was prepared to stand again. There was no need for an
election as there are more vacancies than candidates. There were no
offers of members to be co-opted so the four existing trustees were
accepted as the committee for2014.

There was a brief question and answer session before the AGM closed.
After refreshments, Peter Williams gave an illustrated presentation on the
Wilts & Berks Canal which was interesting, informative and well received.
N.B. Any member who requires a copy of the 2013 Accounts should
contactthe Hon. Treasureron 01288 352298.

Heritage Matters

On 16/2/14 an informal visit to the Barge Workshop with four Town
Councillors when BCHS was able to put its ideas about future use of
the premises forward.

The roof of the Barge Workshop is due to be re-roofed this spring.

The former forge area adjacent to the Lower Basin in Bude is being
developed as an interpretation centre, also for practical demonstrations
of blacksmithing during the summer months.

The timbers kept at Helebridge are being Carbon 14 dated to clarify if
they were part of a Tide Mill or similar structure at Bude adjacent to
River Strat.

Chris Jewell

Bude Canal Trust Report

The tail end of December saw the regular weekly work days (now
switched to Wednesday) keeping the footpath, hedgeline and canal
profile vegetation trimmed back. This work has concentrated on the
sections between Virworthy Wharf and Cape Horn, Dunsdon Nature
Reserve and the Holsworthy Branch.

Some field fencing work was completed between Virworthy Mill and Cape
Horn following live stock getting onto the footpath. Although some fencing
posts bordering the canal were repaired due to them being in a poor state
the cattle had broken through a section of fencing which was outside our
responsibility.

The ever present leaks adjacent to the sluice at Virworthy wharf have
highlighted the problem of creating a permanent seal between concrete



structures and the clay lining to the canal profile. The Trust is extremely
grateful to the Devon footpath team for the assistance of the two outside
workers providing the excavation work and backfiling of the eroded
channels undermining the footpath plus some high quality clay to rebuild
the canal profile which had at last seemed to have overcome a difficult
problem. However one small leak has again opened up on one side and
the water level has once again been temporarily dropped to reduce the
effect of further erosion.

January didn't start too well with the extensive wet weather continuing.
However in the second week the Blackthorn bushes in the canal profile
between Virworthy Wharf and the Mill were removed, leaving those on the
far side hedge intact. The cuttings have all been stacked ready for burning
as soon as the weather allows.

Virworthy Wharf to Mill
The first Saturday work day on the 11th was arranged to clear the area
from the end of the feeder culvert from Lower Tamar Lake. With four
committee members and three other volunteers a two hundred yard
section was successfully cleared of overhanging trees in and around the
canal profile and the footpath, all done in an exceptionally good break in
the weather.

Tamar Section Tamar sectioncleared Cleared feeder culvert
before cutting



From January into February the section between Moreton Bridge and
Dexbeer was worked on and the canal nearside bank and the footpath
hedgerow were cleared plus removal of many intrusive willow trees by the
regular small group of volunteers despite really wet weather on a couple of
occasions.

Moreton Brash for burning

Unfortunately during one of the sessions, persons unknown stole one of
the Stihl motor heads with a hedge cutter attachment and manure fork.
Stihl, in response to our predicament, very generously donated a top of
the range replacement motor unit for which the Trust is extremely grateful
and we have been able to continue with the strimming maintenance of the
footpath at this important time of the year.

The arranged Saturday session for clearing the section between Moreton
Bridge and Puckland Bridge was cancelled due to the weather forecast
however this has also now been completed during February with the
repair of a vandalised direction post, clearing the last of the overhanging
willow trees and the picnic area vegetation plus added drainage in
readiness for placing the table and seating donated in memory of Des
Shadrick.

Cleared picnic area
Another fair weather day was made the most of in carrying out the work at



Virworthy Wharf on Saturday 1st March with the help of seven volunteers.
This included repairing of a marker post, infilling of very muddy patches
with scalping either side of the footbridge, clearing out the wharf building,
cleaning the skylights, repairing the picnic tables and covering the semi
sunken workboat to help preserve whatis left of it.

Cleaning wharf building Mending picnic tables

Last but not least, with the help of three volunteers, all the brash between
Virworthy Mill and the Wharf was burnt last week and also between
Moreton Bridge to Dexbeer was burnt this week to leave a clear canal
profile visible throughout both sections.

The culvert at Cape Horn is still under constant threat from the direction of
the stream water undermining the bank. Arrangements are continuing
with the adjacent land owner and contractor to gain access for heavier
equipment, required work and cost estimates / quotes although recent
weather conditions have hampered any possible access and the planned
workday this month will have to be rearranged.

Burning Virworthy brash
The first of our new display boards is underway with a painting of the
Holsworthy Branch junction having been produced by Bude artist Harry
McConville depicting an impression of its use during its early working
days. With the addition of information script and more recent photos onto
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a weatherproof display it will provide added interest to this section of our
historic canal.
Alltext & Photographs Mike Degnan

WHY IS THE HERITAGE VALUE OF THE HIGHER WHARF SITE SO
IMPORTANT?

IT CAN CONTRIBUTE TO A FEELING OF CONTINUITY AND
CONNECTION FOR THE LOCAL COMMUNITY, AND IT CAN CREATE
A“SENSE OF PLACE”.

Continuity

In today's world, that is changing so fast and so radically, it is important for
peoples' equanimity of mind to have an awareness, not only of who they
are, but also how their home town came to be where it is; who put it there
and why?

The site of Higher Wharf is not just 'any old piece of land'. During the
trading days of the Port of Bude in the 19th century, when roads were
inadequate, everything needed to support the life of the town came in by
sea. The local small fleet of coastal ketches were at constant risk of
damage and wreck due to the extreme difficulties of entering and leaving
the harbour. The shipbuilding and repair yard on the Higher Wharf was
the lynch pin of Bude's economy therefore. The proposed Centre offers a
welcome opportunity to commemorate this vital service and create a
feeling of Continuity and a Sense of Place.

So, to paraphrase Bill Clinton, it was “all about the Economy”.

People and Connections

The shipyard was run by the Stapleton family — Robert, followed by his two
sons William and Henry, and finally his grandson. It was started on land
rented on the Higher Wharf from Sir Thomas Acland, in about 1835, and
closed after the First World War, by which time the railway had taken all
the trade from the canal and the ships.

In its heyday, about the 1870s, the yard built and launched (sideways into
the canal) the ANNIE DAVEY in 1872, for Oliver Davey, the JESSAMINE
in 1877 for John Hooper, and the AGNES in 1878, for Nicholas Tregaskes.
Ancilliary works were a Saw Mill and a Foundry. Several ships were
lengthened, by about 12 or 13 feet, to carry more cargo. Ships originally
built as schooners had their rig altered to ketch — the reason being it was
easier to handle when rounding the breakwater through the surf, and only
needed a crew of 3 instead of 4, which saved costs.

There is no record of how many people worked there, but it must have
been the largest employer in the town.

Sense of Place
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These then are among the people who shaped our town, with their
enterprise, and their talent, and hard work. Some of their descendants
are here still but many others were scattered by the upheavals of the
twentieth century. But their legacy is all around us, and we walk in their
footsteps if we know where tolook ........

All of this can be conveyed to a young generation (weaned briefly away
from their IT gadgets to enjoy real activities on the water), with picture
displays and models in a purpose built Centre on the very spot where it
happened (solong ago).

Bude Marsh and Valleys Survey Group — Report March 2014
Available on BCHS website at www.bude-canal.co.uk

Bude Canal site user survey
Available on BCHS website at www.bude-canal.co.uk

Bryan Dudley Stamp 1929-2014

Bryan was born at Ashstead in Surrey in 1929. He was educated at
St.Petrocs, Marlborough College and Mc Gill University, Canada. In 1966
after his father's death he returned to Ebbingford Manor, Bude, where he
opened the house to the public & established a small museum, which he
ran for 10 years. In 1979 he was elected to Bude Town Council on which
he served until 1999. He was Chairmanin 1982 & '83.

Bryan's enthusiasm for life & love of Bude, shone through in the many
organisations he supported & became involved with. He was either
Chairman or Vice Chair of the Bude Museum Committee for many years
and because of this was able to bring to fruition many projects of benefit to
Bude. After meeting one of Goldsworthy Gurney's descendants he
spearheaded the important Bi-Centenary Gurney Exhibition, and raised
the profile of “Bude's Forgotten Genius” who built the Castle & lit the
Houses of Parliament.

The erection of acommemorative plaque on the old Bude Railway Station
site & the subsequent centenary celebrations of the railway coming to
Bude in 1898, were Bryan's ideas. The “Atlantic Coast Express” conjured
up the romance of steam engines with which Bryan's family had a deep
affinity.

Bryan amongst many other things was President of the Bude Carnival
Committee & the Bude Area Tourist Board. For many years he was the
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guiding light behind the re- enactment of the Battle of Stamford Hill by the
Sealed Knot Soc. Later he was instrumental in the purchase of the
Battlefield by the Town Council, safeguarding its future for generations to
come.

The Bude Canal & its restoration were close to Bryan's heart. He was an
early member of the Canal Society. He joined the Canal & Harbour
Society in 1997 & was secretary for some years & he was a member of the
Bude Canal Trust. He was a supporter of & involved in the major
regeneration project undertaken by North Cornwall District Council &
delighted in the results which he believed highlighted its national
importance.

Probably the project of which he was most proud, & his greatest triumph,
was his long running & successful campaign to name the A39 the “Atlantic
Highway”. Bryan travelled far & wide to press his case & over many years

Photo:Mike Moore
thought could help. He was single minded in his pursuit of this & delighted
in being known as “The Atlantic Highwayman”. All Bryan's hard work
culminated in the official opening of the Atlantic Highway in 2002 by Paul
Tyler MP. And to this day, he regards it as his greatest achievement.
This is just a snapshot of some of the work of which he can be justly proud.
Itisimpossible to do justice to all of it in a few paragraphs.
Bryan Stamp was a man of great integrity, who worked hard for the
community & Bude, which he loved & wrote many books about. He was
man with a fund of knowledge which he took pleasure in sharing.
Generous of spirit, he was a friend to many, & many of us are proud to be
called a friend of his. He is irreplaceable & he will be missed.
ValNewman
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