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Mike Moore (Tel: 01288 361878) to reach him by 1st June 2015.

Forthcoming Events:

The views expressed by the contributors to this newsletter are not necessarily those
of the Bude Canal & Harbour Society which does not accept responsibility for them.

,
,

,

Corporate Member of Supported by

Sunday 17th May         Stall at Bude Motor Classic event

Monday 1st June  Deadline for articles for inclusion in Tub Boat No 72 to
                                    reach the editor Clive Horton  

Wednesday 1st July    Publication of THE TUB BOAT No 72

Sunday 26th July         Bude Stratton Heritage Day

Saturday 15th August  Bude Carnival

Saturday 29th August  Table in RNLI Marquee

Events to be arranged for 2015
tbc BCHS Annual Coach Trip possibly to Dartmouth for 

a trip up the river to Totnes on the Paddle Steamer 
Kingswear

cshorton23@btinternet.com

                                                Grahame Stockton
Lucille Opie ,
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Creaks from a newly filled Chair

As this edition of the Tub Boat went to print I’m delighted to be able to 
report that all the previously vacant officer bearer posts on the BCHS 
committee have now been filled and we can look forward to the next 
edition of the Tub Boat having a Creaks from the Chair piece by our newly 
elected Acting Chairman Anne Longley. Also gratefully stepping up to fill 
vacant positions were Stan Noakes and Peter Daniel.

Membership Report

Unfortunately no new members have joined since the last edition of the 

Tub Boat although there have been a few more renewals. 
Could members who have given us their e-mail addresses please 
remember to send any updates or amendments to  
so that we can continue to notify you when the newsletter is available on-
line and for us to send any other notifications or booking forms etc. Thank 
you for your assistance and for your continued support.
Mike Moore
Membership Secretary

AGM Report
Annual General Meeting 22nd, February 2015

The AGM was held as usual at the Falcon Hotel courtesy of the proprietors 

Mr & Mrs Tim Browning.       .

There were 14 members, plus 2 guests attending.

The meeting was chaired by Chris Jewell the current Treasurer.  He 

welcomed all present and explained how the meeting would run because 

of the lack of officers.  After accepting apologies, the minutes of the 2014 

AGM were accepted and duly signed.

Chris Jewell then reported on the society's activities and aims.  The main 

points being:

· After a lot of effort, 5 new Trustees have been co-opted

info@bude-canal.co.uk
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· BCHS will hopefully have all 4 executive posts filled this year

· The updating of BCHS profile etc on the Charity Commission 

website should be completed in the next month. There are still 

vacancies for Trustees

· BCHS continue to press Cornwall Council about the future of the 

canal

· BCHS still has representation on HiWAG, Bude Valley 

Management Advisory Group and Bude Canal Trust Partnership

· The Society will continue its involvement in local events, opening 

the Barge Workshop and arranging a Navigation Event

· To complete the update of website

Treasurer's Report

The balances of the accounts are as follows:

                                               £

Account 1      2,097.42

Account 2 Educational Fund         590.98

Account 3 Project fund      2,438.71

Account 4 Canal Day         341.01

Account 5 Archive Project         341.04

The balances allow BCHS to operate effectively in 2015.  BCHS now uses 

debit cards which are useful in purchases, especially when on line.  The 

cards are held by the Events Secretary, Mrs Betty Moore and the 

Treasurer Chris Jewell.

Liabilities

The Trustees have agreed to increase the monies set aside to replace 

Rodds Bridge to £1500 and that the £500 for the Barge Workshop at 

Helebridge has been agreed with Bude Stratton Town Council that it will 

be used to assist with interpretation when BSTC instigate a project in the 

premises in relation to local industry and the canal.  The Treasurer 

concluded his report by thanking fellow Trustees and members for their 

support during the year.  He also reported that the Inspector of Accounts  

complemented BCHS on the presentation of the accounts and schedules 

and stated that such complements were due to the efforts of Mike Moore 

who oversees the accounts and prepares the reports.  After some 

discussion, the accounts  were agreed and approved.  Crest Accountants 
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were approved  to be the Inspector of Accounts for 2015/2016.

Election of Committee

Betty Moore was standing for re-election

The 5 co-opted Trustees were standing for election.

They were Stan Noakes, Jill White, Graham Stockton, Peter Daniel and 

Lucille Opie

There was no need for an election, but the above named were accepted 

as Trustees

.

Members Questions, Discussion

Members asked about the need to fulfil the executive posts.  Chris Jewell 

replied that they must be filled so that responsibilities can be shared.

An update on HiWAG was requested.  Chris Jewell said that there was no 

progress since his report in Jan 2015 'The Tub Boat' and at present it was 

'in limbo'.  The position with Cornwall Council was difficult.  

Graham Stockton reminded the meeting of the Society's objectives in 

relation to the canal.  Chris Jewell replied that BCHS fulfils its objectives to 

the best of its abilities, but felt that it must now ensure it fulfils its 

obligations to the constitution in relation to responsibilities for the society's 

administration. 

There was a discussion about the ancient timbers recovered from the 

River Neet in 1995 and their probable connection to the tide mill 

constructed in 1589 by the Arundell Family.  It is hoped that with BSTC a 

project can be agreed and funded to display the timbers with 

interpretation.  

The AGM closed at 3.20pm

After a short break, Martin Wilson of The National Coastwatch Institution  

gave an interesting presentation on the work of 'Coastwatch' which was 

well received.  This was followed  by a presentation by Chris Jewell on 

'Bude Canal 1819 – 1825 with Mike Moore in charge of the projector. 
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Bude Canal Trust Report

WORK IN PROGRESS REPORT FOR SPRING TUB BOAT

26th. November saw the usual team clearing the area at the Holsworthy 

Branch and removing some overhanging branches from the far bank 

whilst leaving others on the footpath side in situ as not affecting the view or 

walkers.

3rd. December  The last work day before Christmas continued in the 

Puckland to Broomhill Accommodation Bridge stretch, clearing and 

burning the last of the brash to improve the foraging aspect for any local 

bat colony. The picnic table was also an ideal venue for the teams 

Christmas party, hats and crackers included.   

The first few days of January brought more heavy rain causing the road to 

flood below Dexbeer Bridge and a high volume of water going through the 

Cape Horn culvert with the recent alterations to the stream direction and 

bank reinforcement having improved the situation there.

6th Jan. With the help of the usual team, the problem drainage ditch 

alongside the footpath at Brendon plantation was partially cleared with an 

offer of further help from both the new owner and his employed 

management team.

21st & 29th January. Finished burning the last of the brash at the 

Holsworthy Branch before moving up towards Brendon and Beckley 

bridges, cutting and burning as we went. 

(photo 1)

(photo 2)

5

 



4th February.  Despite freezing overnight temperatures and a biting wind 

the section through to Beckley bridge was finally opened up to provide a 

watered section with all the recent rain. The earlier high winds had 

apparently been the cause of the demise of the Brendon finger post, 

reported as being snapped off and in the canal. Removed for restoration. 

11th. February The 'new' refurbished post was bolted to the strong fence 

posts. (Highlights the need to work on the others) At long last, the display 

board for the Holsworthy Branch has finally been completed and was 

placed in position with a combined effort from the team. 

(photo 3)

(photos 4 & 5)
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17th. February. Tim and Mike accompanied Doug Hamilton-Cox on his 

fundraising walk along the complete Aqueduct Trail from the Lower Tamar 

Lake through to the fence at the far end of the Permissive path, some 71/2 

miles with the return to Vealand Bridge. This was a small part of his 

ambition to walk the length of every accessible canal in the UK, raising 

money for “Help for Heroes”.  The walk also highlighted areas of “work 

required” in the near future. 

18th & 25th February provided two sessions to clear and burn excess 

vegetation round the Virworthy Wharf area and through to Virworthy Mill  

In February 2012 Doug Hamilton-Cox, a former sapper with the Royal 

Engineers began a series of charity walks which would take him along the 

footpaths of all of the UK's canal network. After three years walking in 

stages he has completed over 2000 miles. There are over 2,500 miles in 

the network of British inland waterways, many built more than 200 years 

ago. A huge challenge for Doug.

(photo 6)

(photo 7)

All photos and text: Mike Degnan

Walking the Bude Canal for charity
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This is one of a number of Doug's fund raising initiatives which so far have 
raised more than £91,000 for charity. He completed the following walks 
between 2009 and 2011:
In 2009, Doug walked from his home in Bridford on Dartmoor, Devon to 
Wootton Bassett in Wiltshire for "Help for Heroes". He was moved to do 
this following attendance at numerous repatriation events in the town and 
seeing at first hand the courage and dignity of the families and friends of 
the fallen and the support given by the many thousands attending these 
events.
In 2010, he followed with a walk from Devon to Selly Oak Hospital in 
Birmingham, now part of the new Queen Elizabeth Hospital.  Selly Oak is 
the first port of call for the most severely wounded returning from 
Afghanistan. The hospital contains the Royal Centre for Defence 
Medicine, which cares for injured servicemen and women from conflict 
zones. 
He raised the remarkable total £25,000 for charity from both of these 
walks.
In 2011, he walked over 1,000 miles from John O'Groats to Lands End, 
diverting to towns and villages on the way,  raising over £24,000 for "Help 
for Heroes" charity.
Following these walks Doug thought "How do you follow a walk from top to 
bottom of the country?" - that's the dilemma he was facing. With the 
Christmas festivities over, he was getting itchy feet again. With the 
determination to continue walking and raising money for our troops, he hit 
on a new plan. During his walk from John O'Groats to Lands End, he 
passed several Canals. With his Sapper background, he started to take 
an interest in the way they were built and the uses they were put to. He 
soon found out that, since the advent of trains and better road transport 
links, our British canals were falling into disrepair. Whilst many are still in 
use, albeit for leisure and pleasure, cut-backs in spending to restore them 
was resulting in the need for local action. Many volunteer groups now exist 
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- spending their time and effort bringing our canals back to their former 
glory. Therefore Doug decided to target the canals of the UK as his next 
walking adventure - collecting for the troops along the way but also 
helping to raise the profile of the work being done to restore our industrial 
heritage. In 2012 he began this series of walks along the entire UK canal 
network.  He has raised over £42,000 so far. By the time the canal walks 
have been completed Doug will have walked a total of 4000 miles since he 
first started in 2009.
In 2012 he visited five canals in the South-West (Exeter, Bridgwater & 
Taunton, Liskeard & Looe, Tiverton and Tavistock) and on Monday 16th 
February and Tuesday 17th February 2015 Doug walked along sections 
of the Bude Canal.

On arriving in Bude at 10am on Monday he was met at the Sea Lock by 
Chris Jewell of Bude Canal & Harbour Society and after a short photo 
session for the press and "The Tub Boat" they started the walk covering 
the accessible parts of the Bude Canal. 

They walked along the Barge Section of the canal to Helebridge and then 
alongside the Marhamchurch Inclined Plane into the village, about 2½ 
miles. They then picked up the Planekeepers Path from Cann Orchard to 
the top of the Hobbacott Inclined Plane which was another 1½ miles 
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making a total of 4 miles covered during the day.

The following day he walked along the Bude Aqueduct Section of the 
canal between Lower Tamar Lake and Burmsdon accompanied by Mike 
Degnan and Tim Dingle, both trustees of the Bude Canal Trust which 
owns that part of the canal. 

This was another 5 miles to add to Doug's total. Following lunch, Doug 
was again accompanied by Chris Jewell for a visit to some of the sites on 
the course of the Launceston Branch of the canal. They drove to Druxton 
Wharf which was the former southern terminus of the canal, about 3 miles 
from Launceston itself.  They then walked to Tamartown along the minor 
public road which was about 1½ miles each way. The canal channel still 
exists along this route and includes embankments, Tala Aqueduct and the 
Werrington Inclined Plane where the incline passes over the road at an 
angle on a most unusual bridge. At Tamartown the former canal can be 
seen where it crossed the public road on an aqueduct. They completed 
the walk  at about 4.15pm.
Over the two days Doug walked a total of 11 miles along the former route 
of the canal. The weather was kind and Chris said that it was a pleasure to 
accompany Doug on this charitable endeavour for such a very worthwhile 
charity "Help for Heros". BCHS wish Doug well as he walks towards 
completing his target of 2500 miles. He followed this up by visiting the 
Rolle Canal later in the week.
All monies raised will go to the charities supporting wounded servicemen 
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and women.   Donations can be made  through the website 

Doug welcomes any support and encouragement that businesses and 
local people are able to provide. For more information please see Doug's 
website 

Chris Jewell & Mike Moore (compiled from information contained in 
Doug's Press Release)

Other Canal news

From the Tub Boat 10 years ago referring to an incident 150 years 
ago in 1865.

www.bmycharity.com/hamiltoncox

http://www.dougwalking.co.uk

William Blight (or Bright)
The following report appeared in the Royal Cornwall Gazette of 15th 
September 1865:
"Fatal Accident at Bude - On Saturday, while the workmen on the Bude 
Canal at Rodd's Bridge lock were fixing the gates, the chain to which 
the gate was appended slipped, and fell on one of the workmen, 
William Blight (who fastened the chain himself), and killed him on the 
spot. He has left a wife and eight children."

Don Mason has e-mailed the following information about William Blight 
(or Bright):
The name is actually Bright; which I found listed in the 1861 Census for 
Marhamchurch and his name was spelled with an "l" there also. I also 
have a copy of his Death Registration and his name is BRIGHT on it. 
William was born in Sheepwash, Devon and was christened on 7th 
February 1819. He was a carpenter by trade and married Harriet Hill on 
16th August 1843 in the Parish of Halwill, County of Devon. In the 1861 
Census there are five children listed: Elizabeth, Thomas, Ann, Mary 
and Henry. There were three other children: William, John, and Robert. 
All of the children except Mary emigrated to the USA after William was 
accidentally killed in 1865. Don has yet to determine where Harriet 
spent the rest of her days after William's death.
He goes on to say that Mary is his great-grandmother. She married 
John George Williams on 12th February 1878 in St Paul's Parish, 
Devonport. John George Williams' real name was George Wrench 
Mason. For some reason he changed his name when he enlisted in 
Her Majesty's Military. All of their children were given the surname of 
Mason-Williams. Their second child, William Wrench Mason-Williams, 
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is my grandfather. He came to Ontario, Canada in 1920. When he 
arrived there he dropped the Williams from his name, thus I am a 
Mason.
Don concludes that since last September he has made contact with 
four of the descendants of the Brights that live in the USA.
Ed.(Lawrence Wheatley)

From the Tub Boat 5 years ago an article by our newly elected Acting 
Chairman Anne Longley

A Hobbler's Story
Searching through the Bude Town Archives the other day, I came across 
this story in a collection of histories and anecdotes by local author John 
Williams.
Harry Stanbury, whose grandfather Harry Barrett had been the Bude 
Lifeboat Coxswain in the 1920s, told how the Hobblers were still active in 
assisting ships to enter the harbour through the 1920s and 1930s. W h e n 
c o n d i t i o n s demanded, a ship requiring assistance would tack up and 
down just beyond Barrel Rock. The Hobble boat, manned by a crew of six, 
- four oarsmen, one afton the steering oar, and one up in the bow, often a 
boy, they would row out to the waiting ship. Pulling alongside, having 
shipped the inside oars, it was the boy's job to hand the boat's painter up to 
the ship's crew. This had to be done as the boat went up on the swell. Boat 
secured by painter to the ship, they would sail up the channel to Chapel 
Rock. From here to the lock gates, on the breakwater side stood a row of 
hobble posts, and on the beach side a row of buoys. Here, detached from 
the ship and carrying two tow ropes, the hobblers would secure one to the 
post and the other to the buoy. The ship, with its own winch, would then 
haul itself along the channel, repeating the attachment to each post and 
buoy until the ship finally reached the lock. Harry, who as a boy, often took 
his place in the bow, had good reason to remember an occasion when 
things didn't go according to plan. He went up with the boat, handed over 
the painter, but instead of coming down, he landed in the water....... pulling 
him dripping out of the sea, the hobblers said, “Don't you tell your 
grandfather, he'll bloody kill us!” 

Anne Longley
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View from the North

Well the cruise liner season up here started much earlier than normal this 
year courtesy of the solar eclipse on 20th March with three vessels calling 
in to Kirkwall either on their way up to view it or on their way back down. 
We saw 98% totality here in Orkney courtesy of a break in the clouds. By 
the time of the last cruise ship visit on 4th October 85 ships will have called 
by and your editor will be looking forward to a well earned rest.
Our son Craig is just about to fly off to a new life in California having been 
granted his American Visa last week leaving behind his Mum, Dad and 
sister who will be grateful not to have to experience the 45 degrees 
centigrade temperatures he can expect this summer but wishing it wasn’t 
twelve months until we see him again next March for his wedding to his 
Fiancé Fiona in Sacramento.
A packed summer of events in Bude connected to the Canal and its 
environs gives you all plenty of scope to take photos and send them up to 
me together with a few lines for inclusion in future editions of the Tub Boat. 
I’m delighted that BCHS now has a full complement of post holders but 
know from experience that the saying “many hands make light work” is 
very true. We also need to continue to recruit new members and 
especially a new younger generation of members who can ensure BCHS 
is still flourishing when the next major eclipse occurs in the UK in 2090.
Wishing you all a great Easter and prosperous Summer.
Clive Horton
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