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Forthcoming Events for 2018

Sunday 18th February AGM Members Day in the Willoughby Gallery, The Castle,
Bude. Meet at 10am for events followed by talk and slide show and
Buffet lunch at 1pm. Formal AGM at 2.30pm. Further details to follow.

Contributions for the next edition of the Tub Boat should be sent as an e-mail attachment
to walton50@btinternet.com or copied onto a USB memory stick or CD and sent to
Peter Daniel (contact details on back page) to reach the Editor by 15th December 2017.

Trustees: Chairman Chris Jewell

Vice-Chairman Stan Noakes

Secretary Peter Daniel

Treasurer Mike Moore

Membership Secretary ~ Mike Moore

Events Secretary Betty Moore

Minuting Secretary Vacancy

Other trustees Lucille Opie, Anne Longley
Lesley Moores

The Tub Boat Editor (non-trustee) Chris Walton

The views expressed by the contributors to this newsletter are not necessarily those
of the Bude Canal & Harbour Society which does not accept responsibility for them.
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“Creaks from the Chair”

As you read this issue, summer is over and we glide into autumn with its shorter days. Hopefully
many of you will have continued your support as members through standing orders to pay your
annual subscriptions, and in some cases additional donations for which I and my fellow Trustees
are truly grateful. This committed support is the basis of BCHS being able to discharge its charitable
objectives.

In the last issue I mentioned that the Trustees were considering a review of how we participate in
public events due to the lack of active members and our ability to continue all the public events that
have for many years been part of our annual commitment. Reality has prevailed and as such we
will not attend public events where we need to use our gazebo and tables. This means that the only
events that we will be able to attend in future will be the Bude-Stratton Heritage Day where we will
be, as this year, in the Ivor Potter Hall in the Parkhouse Centre, Bude. This allows our sales stall to
operate and also for a limited display of heritage photographs. The other will be, as this year, in the
marquee at the RNLI fete on the first Saturday of the RNLI week of events. This allows a mixed sales
stall of ‘bric-a-brac’ and sales stock of waterway books and our BCHS mugs. Both of these events
were successful this year.
Time presses on, and so I will end by wishing you all very early best wishes for Christmas and the
New Year.

Chris Jewell

Membership Report
We welcome the following new members who have joined the society since June:
Mr & Mrs P. Tilzey, Bude.
This means that we have only had four new members since the Canal Exhibition
in February. Perhaps existing members could encourage their friends to join as the
membership numbers have been declining yet again recently due to the failure of some
more Standing Order payments which were due on 1st September. At this stage it is not
clear whether these payments have been cancelled intentionally by members or whether
there is a problem with their bank. It would be helpful if any member who has cancelled
their Standing Order intentionally would let me know, otherwise I will be sending them
a new Standing Order mandate to reinstate their earlier instruction.
As many of you will realise, this is the time of the year when I have to remind you that
subscriptions were due on 1st September for all members except those who joined after
Ist June this year. Renewal forms (where appropriate) are included with this newsletter.
Members are encouraged to return the Standing Order Form to me as it is a more
efficient method of payment for the society and avoids your renewal being overlooked.
Membership cards will automatically be sent to members who have already completed
Standing Order Mandates and whose payments have been received. Can I also remind
those members who are taxpayers and who have not completed a Gift Aid declaration
that they can obtain a copy from the website by downloading “The Way Forward”
Thank you for your continued support.
Mike Moore
Membership Secretary



Bude Canal Trust Report
Work in Progress from June to September 2017
Having sealed the rotten wooden culvert under the canal north of the Holsworthy
junction a new plastic liner pipe was installed to maintain the higher field drainage.

Vegetation clearance on both sides of Vealand Bridge was carried out and more wind
damaged trees were cleared from the footpath in the Brendon Wood area. A volunteer
divining session was offered to attempt to establish the line of the wheel pit drainage
culvert and the remains of the original wall at Virworthy wharf, this also coincided with an
initial offer from experienced cavers to explore and photograph the drainage culvert.

Use was made of the newly purchased work boat to start clearing the intrusive weeds
in the Wharf unloading bay and a trench was dug out across the possible location of the
edging wall. Unfortunately nothing of substantial evidence was found and enquiries are

in progress to obtain stones to rebuild what seems to have been the recycled original
ones for other local building jobs. Some trees were identified as requiring attention in the

autumn in the Puckland to Broomhill section. Unbelievably after all the earlier wet weather

the high temperature levels hit the headlines and the work for week three was cancelled.



The footpath was cut from the Vealand Filterbeds through to Virworthy Mill and the
overgrown hedge-line was cut back on several of these sections through to Lower
Tamar Lake and hand cutting weeds plus pulling up Himalayan Balsom to the north
of Virworthy Road Bridge continued throughout the month along with revamping the
display material in the Wharf building.

Aug. Saw the return of four members of the caving group who spent several hours exploring
further up the culvert, taking more photos and details of the length and direction in order to
establish the possible position of any underground remains of the wheel pit structure.

Further visits were planned. An area adjacent to the existing storage structure at Virworthy was
cleared in readiness to make a second building for securing the new work boat and other tools
at the northern end of the canal.
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The Inter Parish walking group had organised an event to walk the full length of the Trusts
Aqueduct Trail ownership. Nineteen adults took part, providing us with a group photo and
very appreciative letter for the work the Trust and its volunteers were doing to provide an
interesting and pleasant walk. A start was made on a photographic record of tools and
equipment owned by the Trust, some equipment was moved back to the shed at Venn
Cottage, kindly provided by the new owners.

Weed removal continued with widening of the heavily silted section north of Virworthy Bridge
up to the end of the month.
The last visit this month from the volunteer cavers with yet another interested colleague will
be providing more photos with clarification of a possible access point into the base of the in
filled wheel pit. Further visits are planned to put all the evidence together with photographic
records, dimensioned sketches and eventual location of the structural wheel pit remains.

Sept. Just two work days available before the deadline, the first was again taken up
with clearing the excess weed north of Virworthy Bridge, still too overgrown to use the
boat on this side so we resorted back to careful use of the waders and the long handled
hooked draw rakes. More clay was also packed around the structures of the spillway
sluice to seal off yet another developed leak.
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Week two finished the weed clearance north of the road bridge with several walkers commenting
on the visual improvement it has made. With rising water levels after all the heavy rain, the
repaired leak seems to holding its own this time, fingers crossed.

Two willow trees left over from last years cutting period were removed from adjacent to Vealand
Bridge.

Helen Harris — 90th Birthday Celebration Lunch — 5th July 2017
In 1972 the definitive book about the Bude Canal was published. This was the result of extensive

research by Helen Harris and Monica Ellis. Helen Harris also wrote ‘The Industrial Archaeology
of Dartmoor, which was also the authoritative and first book on that subject. This was published
on 1968 and is still in print. Over the years she has been heavily involved in recording and
publishing on Devons history the The Devonshire Association and other such bodies.

On the 5th July 2017 I was invited and attended the above mentioned lunch representing our
Society. It was held in the Bedford Hotel, Tavistock. There were twenty other people present
including Helen and her daughter, Jane Tirard. Apart from myself they all were representing all
aspects of Devon’s heritage, from the Devonshire Association, Devon History Society, Tavistock
History Society, and Devon County Council. Many of the attendees had published articles and
books about Devon’s heritage in their own right.

After a pleasant relaxed lunch various people spoke kindly about Helen’s commitment and
expertise in the field of heritage. Additionally they all commented on her caring and gentle way
in her many dealings with like minded persons and the public in general. Helen responded to the
comments in similar form and thanked everyone for their attendance.

On behalf of the Trustees and the members of BCHS, I presented Helen with a card with a

fine picture of the Lower Basin, Bude Canal thereon. I also presented a bound copy of a file of
the work done in the building of a replica lead tub boat and a follower boat based on the style
and design of the Bude Tub Boat. These replica boats were built by Adrian Wills and his late
friend Barry Hughes at Annery adjacent to the Tidal Lock of the Rolle Canal, which is where
the two boats are kept. Also a bound copy of Tmplementation Phase 2007-9 of the Bude Canal
Regeneration Project, including colour photographs of the various works was presented. These
were all gratefully received by Helen Harris.

A group photograph was taken at the conclusion of the event, as shown overleaf.



Family and friends of Helen Harris who met for a celebratory
lunch on 5th Sepember at the Bedford Hotel in Tavistock. Helen

Harris is seated in the centre of the photo.

A sketch of Bude from an unlikely source

At the Society AGM earlier this year Graham Wills gave a presentation on ‘Pinkery Pond
and Canal’ on Exmoor. The pond and canal were built around 1830 by John Knight, a
Worcestershire Ironmaster, who had bought the unenclosed Exmoor Forest estate in
1818 with the intention of reclaiming it into productive agricultural land. The purpose of
the pond and canal remains enigmatic; possibilities include irrigation, power for farms,

power for waterwheels to operate railway inclines, and transport of goods. His son,
Frederic Knight, took over the estate in 1841.

At the time Graham said that a cache of Knight family papers had recently been
discovered in a house in Worcestershire and that these were still being assessed to
see if they shed any more light on the pond and canal. Included in those papers was

an ‘Exmoor Cow Stock’ book covering the years 1829 — 1835 and amazingly, inside the
rear cover of the book, is the sketch of Bude Harbour shown below. The book itself is
a ledger giving details of cows bought and sold and is the last place you would expect

a view and plan of Bude to turn up. The sketch is annotated ‘View and Plan of Bude

Harbour drawn by Sir T D Acland Bart.’ It is not clear which Acland this was because
there were three successive generations with the same name and titles but it is probably

the one born in 1809.

Graham Wills and Rob Wilson-North, the Conservation Manager at Exmoor National
Park, have both been involved in assessing these Knight documents and Graham kindly
sent a copy to the Society as being of local interest. The sketch clearly shows the canal

in use and the breakwater with the original ‘banjo’ end before it was swept away in the
storm of 1838; the current breakwater, with its lower profile, was built by the Canal’s

Engineer, George Casebourne, over four years from 1839. These two facts date the
sketch between 1823 (the opening date of the canal) and 1838, which is consistent with

the date of th7e stock-book.



But how and why is the sketch there? It is pure speculation of course, but Rob Wilson-
North suggests the following. The Holnicote estate of the Aclands on Exmoor was
quite close to the Knight family estate and it is known there was friendship and visiting
between the two families. The Aclands also owned a considerable amount of land in
Bude south of the river (which came along with Trerice when intermarriage with the
Arundell family occurred). They also had a summer residence in Bude and all the
Aclands would have been familiar with Bude and the Canal (and indeed were one of
the main investors when it was built). It seems possible that on one the visits by Sir
Thomas Dyke Acland to the Knights they started discussing canals. The Knights would
have been familiar with the Midlands canals but the idea of a Sea Lock would have
been something new to them and perhaps Sir Thomas grabbed the nearest bit of paper
to explain it by means of a sketch and plan. We will never know, but it does seem a
plausible explanation of why an early nineteenth century sketch of Bude should turn up
in an Exmoor cow book.



Heritage festival showcases people, inventions and achievements of
coastal town

BUDE Castle and the surrounding area were brimming with people of all ages on Sunday, July 30, when the
annual Bude Heritage Festival took place, writes Christine Williams.

It coincided with the tenth anniversary of the opening of Bude Castle — once the home of inventor Sir
Goldsworthy Gumey — as a Heritage Centre. Organised by Bude-Stratton Town Council, this community
event celebrated and showcased the people, places, inventions and achievements of the town and wider
Cormish culture as well as providing an enjoyable family day out.

The day began with the threat of rain but once the crowds of visitors began to arrive and the mayor of Bude,
Peter Moores, had welcomed special guests including the mayor, mayoress and Beadle of Bideford, the
mayor and deputy mayor of Launceston and the deputy mayor of Okehampton, it was sunshine all the way.
John Collacott on the PA system kept everyone informed about what was happening and on the bandstand
Bude Town Band, guitar virtuoso Aidan B and Bude Metric Brass provided musical entertainment throughout
the day.

There were tours of the permanent displays on the history of the area within the castle while outside in a large
marquee were more displays on the history of the castle, the old forge and the railway age as well as ‘Project
Limelight’, which led to the opening of the castle as a heritage centre.

The Bude Old Comwall Society had a stall and on the Barkside lawn at the Trevithick Society stall visitors
could choose from a wide selection of books on the industrial archeology and railways of Cornwall as well as
core samples from South Crofty.

The presence of the Bude Canal and Harbour Society and the Bude Canal Trust were reminders of how the
precious heritage of the canal and harbours is being preserved and extended, not forgetting the efforts of
‘Save our Sea Pool' to preserve the valuable asset.

Ouitside the Parkhouse a model T Ford was the oldest vehicle from the Bude Motor Club while inside there
were excellent models of boats, planes, even sci-fi spaceships and commercial vehicles brought by the Caen
Model Club. Across the road several stationery engines including a 1932 Ruston Hormnsby, once used to drive
a cornmill, were chugging away merrily.

As the crowds departed and the stalls were taken down Clir Moores expressed his delight that people had
been able to enjoy themselves in fine weather.

He said: “The festival has shown Bude and Stratton at their very best and visitors have told me how fortunate
we are to have such a wonderful public facility as our Heritage Centre.”

This is an extract from the article published in The Bude & Stratton Post dated 10/08/17. Photo: Paul Hamiyn

Mike and Betty Moore with the society’s displays in the Parkhouse Centre. Photo: Paul Hamlyn.
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5CHS Mugs
We recently sold the last of our hand-painted mugs which were specifically designed
for the society. Unfortunately the potter who made and decorated these mugs has now
retired so we cannot order further supplies. See photo below. “Original Mugs”

However, we have found a new supplier who has produced a new design of mug for the
society and these are available now at £6.50 each. See photo below. “New Mug”

If you wish to purchase one or more of the new mugs, please contact me at
info@bude-canal.co.uk or telephone 01288 352298.

Chris Jewell
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BUDE CANAL - TUB BOATS, BARGES & THE SAND TRADE
The Bude Canal was built between 1819 and 1825 by James Green for the Bude Har-
bour & Canal Company. The main purposes were to transport mainly the lime-rich sand
from Bude beach into the hinterland of North Cornwall and West Devon, also to provide
a ‘safe haven’ for coastal trading vessels. Both were achieved.
The canal as built had a total length of 35%zmiles. The 2 miles of broad canal from the
sea to Helebridge basin was used by tub boats and larger barges. The remaining 33
miles of waterway was a ‘tub boat’ canal being narrower and shallower. The tub boats
were on wheels to traverse the 6 inclines along the tub boat canal.

The following was taken from a hand-written notebook — ‘Bude canal works information
1830 — 1843’. The author is not known but was obviously an officer of the company.
Dimensions of Boats & Barges
Barges
Average length 50 feet, breadth in the middle 14feet, breadth at each end 12 feet, depth
4 feet in the middle and 4 feet 4 inches at each end
Note: if a barge is more than 14 feet wide it will not pass the locks.

Boats
Average length 20 feet, Breadth 5 feet 6 inches, Depth 2 feet 10 inches.

Draught of water of the boats and barges trading on the Bude Canal

Boats
An empty boat draws about 6 inches of water. When loaded with its proper cargo of 4
tons it draws 22 inches — that is 6 inches for the boat and 16 inches for the cargo.
Barges
An empty barge draws about 7%z inches of water. When loaded with a cargo of 45 tons,
it draws 3772 inches, which is 7%z inches for the barge and 30 inches for the cargo.
Note: Every inch that a barge is loaded shallower or deeper makes 1% tons difference in
the cargo. For, if a barge is loaded with a cargo of 42 tons, it will draw out 35 inches of

water.

Length and Rise of the Planes belonging to the Bude Canal:

Plane Length Rise No. of Rollers
Feet Ins. Feet Ins.

Marhamchurch 836 1 119 8 89
Hobbacott 935 0 225 0 177
Merrifield 361 0 63 0 26
Tamerton 65 0 58 10 27
Werrington 259 8 51 2 15

Total lengthof all the planes = 3271ft 5 ins or ‘zmile, 1 furlong, 28 poles, 3 yards.
The sand at Bude had a high content of carbonate of lime being 70 parts per 100, with
20 parts of muriate of soda and 10 parts of silicon and other matter which made it ideal

for improving the heavy clay soils in the surrounding area.

Sand was measured in ‘Seams’. A Seam was 2% cwts (hundredweights) or 280 Ibs
(pounds). Thus 8 seams = 1 ton (20 cwt = 1 ton Imperial measures). A tub boat nor-
mally carried 4 tons or 32 Seams. A ‘train’ of tub boats was usually 4 boats. Boats and
barges were towed by horse.

No. of boats and Barges belonging to each Trader — April 1836

Messrs. King & Co. 8 Barges 108 Boats
Messrs. Ham & Co. 4 Barges 65 Boats
Messrs. Gubbins & Co. 3 Barges 30 Boats
Messrs. Hamer & Co. 1Barge 13 Boats
Total no. of vessels 16 Barges 216 Boats
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The sand was conveyed to the canal from the beach by a tram road in wagons pulled by
a horse. The waggons then tipped the sand directly into the ‘tub boat’ or ‘barge’. The
total number of horses and wagons using the sand tram road per year is shown below:

Year Horses Wagons Horses Wagons
(average per month) (average per month)
1835 2,577 3,426 215 286
1836 3,042 4,144 254 345
1841 2,672 3,608 223 301
Price of sand at Principal Wharfs

Location Price in pence (d) per seam
1* Druxton VZi

Boyton 5%

Tamerton 4%,

Little Bridge 3%

Stanbury Cross 4%
2* Blagdon Moor 5

1* Druxton being the terminus on the Launceston arm

2* Blagdon being the terminus on the Holsworthy / main line

Thus a tub boat carrying 4 tons or 32 seams of beach sand for Druxton,
x 6%2d = £0. 17s. 4d. for the whole load.

should make 32

Number of tons passed over Hobbacott from 1st April 1835 to 31st March 1836

Cargo Tons
Sand 36,574
Coal 2,342
Culm 487
Timber 79
Lime 8
Iron _ 6
Total 39,496

It takes about 7 tons 12cwt & 1qtr to raise one ton of cargo above Marhamchurch Plane.
Since 39,496 tons were taken over Marhamchurch and Hobbacott Planes in the period
mentioned above, the quantity of water consumed to raise the same amount is about

300,848 tons.

(Source — BSTC — Handwritten note book from Bude Harbour & Canal Company).
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Number of tons of Coal & Culm carried from 1st January to 31st December 1836

Coal — tons Culm - tons
Lanson Arms Druxton Wharf 12302 257
Eggborough Bridge 0 4587
Tamerton Wharf 60 35
Boyton Wharf 4 2
Little Bridge 56 0
Newcott Bridge _4 0
Totals 1354%% 752Y5
Holsworthy Arms Stanbury Cross 488 0
Blagdon 108 140
Totals 596 140
Totals of both arms 19502 892Y

(Source — BSTC — Handwritten note book from Bude Harbour & Canal Company).
Number of tons of sand carried to the public wharfs by each trader from
1st January to 31st December 1836

Public wharfs Traders
Messrs King & C Ham & Co Gubbin & Co Adams & Co

Druxton 2175 1079 1155 368
Tamerton 1804 5592 1268 312
Blagdon Moor 2872 3460 1416 0
Stanbury Cross 2937 4 72 0
Little Bridge 1718 0 0 0
Boyton 48 108 1855 0
Virworthy Wharf 72 1868 0 360
Tamer Town 272 0 264 16
Anderton Wharf 192 96 0 168
Total for each trader 12090 12207 6030 1224

(Source — BSTC — Handwritten note from Bude Harbour & Canal Co.)

Amount of tolls for three years

£ s d

From April 1st 1833 to March 1834 3,176 13 11
From April 1st 1834 to March 1835 3,616 19 8%
From April 1st 1835 to March 1836 2660 2 4%

Total 9453 16 O

Average amount of tolls for the last 3 years up to March 31st 1836 = £3,151 5s 4d
The sand trade continued on the canal until the 1890’s. The coastal vessels used sand
as ballast if not taking an 'export cargo’ from Bude and they were allowed to take this
free. The last vessel to do this was during the 1930’s. There was some sand loaded
into railway wagons after the branch line was extended onto the lower wharf in 1907.

A special ramp was constructed to facilitate this operation. The sand being collected
for distribution from railway goods yards rather than the Principal wharfs on the canal
system. Apart from the arrival of the railway in 1898 the sand trade was being affected
by general improvements in the availability of other fertilizers from imported guano and
artificial fertilizers. Research and article by Chris’ Jewell 2016
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Group ‘wound up’
The decision has been made to wind up the Higher Wharf Action Group (HIWAG),
which was set up in 2010 to safeguard the Higher Wharf area from development.
At the time, local groups were concerned by the decision of the former North Corn-
wall District Council (NCDC) to sell the land at Higher Wharf, formerly Stapleton’s
Shipyard, for private development. This land was inherited by NCDC in 1974 and
since 1968 has been well used by local community organisations.
The objectives of the HIWAG group were to secure the land for the continued
benefit of the local community. Steve Davenport, the group’s chairperson, said: “To
date, 11 years later, the sale of the land has not occurred and does not seem to be
imminent. Due to changed circumstances HIWAG now considers that it is not
feasible to continue with a formal campaign. The group has now been wound up
and the balance of unused donations has been returned to the original donors.”
The group has extended thanks to local organisations for their support and efforts
over the past 11 years, and to the residents who took part in the Bude & Stratton
Town Council’s survey in 2010 which showed 93% of responses were in favour of
public ownership. Mr Davenport added: "We would also like to thank those local
residents who signed the original petition in 2009 which clearly demonstrated a
strong desire that the land should be kept for the benefit of Bude and the local
community.”

Photo Gallery

RNLI Day on 28th August showing the Water Polo match and visitors enjoying the day
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Before and after photos of Box’s Foundry, Marhamchurch showing the removal and
replacement of the roof tiles
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The old bridge over the river near Box’s Foundry, Marhamchurch which had been
closed for some time as it had become unsafe

The new narrow bridge which has been built over the top of the old bridge is now open

to pedestrians
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View from the North

A record breaking summer season with 142 cruise ship visits is drawing to a close with the last
expected ship due in on 12 October. Already 131 ship visits are booked for 2018. However, that
doesn’t mean that the visitors stop as the quieter months see the arrival of the independent
traveller. They say you don’t come to Orkney for the weather and major sites such as Skara Brae
and Maeshowe are open all year round.
So it is with the Bude Canal and it’s especially pleasing to see that walking along the canal is now
(according to Trip Advisor) the fourth most popular thing to do whilst in Bude. How I wonder
could this be enhanced with the addition of extra interpretation boards along its length. Maybe
you know of somewhere that would benefit from a new board that would improve the experience
for both visitors and locals?
As you go out (hopefully with your camera) looking for board locations please do me a favour
and take photos of the wonderful autumn leaf colours. Why, because here in Orkney we have
very few trees and the first storm of autumn tends to strip the leaves from the trees before they
have a chance to change colour.
Enjoy your autumn.
Clive Horton - Life Member

View from the Bay

So, after a week of howling winds and heavy showers the weather today (19/09/17) is glorious.
Sorry if you were expecting the Autumn edition sooner but as I write this I am still awaiting a
little copy to complete the artwork.

My Fiance is over from Bryansk, Russia for the next few weeks and today we shall be taking
advantage of this glorious weather. I hope you enjoy this edition of the “Tub Boat”

Chris Walton
Editor
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