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Events for 2018

Sunday 29th July Bude Stratton Heritage Festival from 11am to 4pm. Tables booked in the
Ivor Potter Hall at The Parkhouse Centre.
Saturday 25th August Booked two tables in the marquee for the RNLI Table-Top sale which is
open from 10am to after 4pm on the Castle Grounds.

Events to be arranged
May/June 2018 Annual Coach trip. An original suggestion of going to Exeter by train from
Okehampton has been abandoned due to logistical difficulties. Therefore, we are now
considering the option of a coach direct from Bude to Exeter for a Red Coat tour and/or
other visits in the city. We will advise later when a final decision has been made.

Events for 2019
16th to 28th February Exhibition at the Heritage Centre, The Castle, Bude entitled
“Bude Harbour & Canal —the early days”. This is part of the celebrations to
commemorate the 200th Anniversary of the start of building work on the Bude Canal
on 23 July 1819.

Sunday 24th February AGM at Bude Heritage Centre, The Castle, Bude
Tuesday 23rd July A Commemorative Dinner has been provisionally booked at The
Falcon Hotel including entertainment.

Sunday 28th July Bude Stratton Heritage Festival including commemorative
celebrations for the 200th Anniversary.

Contributions for the next edition of the Tub Boat should be sent as an e-mail attachment
to walton50@btinternet.com or copied onto a USB memory stick or CD and sent to
Peter Daniel (contact details on back page) to reach the Editor by 15th June 2018.

Trustees: Chairman Chris Jewell
Vice-Chairman Lesley Moores
Secretary Peter Daniel
Treasurer Mike Moore
Membership Secretary ~ Mike Moore
Events Secretary Betty Moore
Minuting Secretary Vacancy
Other trustees Lucille Opie, Anne Longley
The Tub Boat Editor (non-trustee) Chris Walton

The views expressed by the contributors to this newsletter are not necessarily those
of the Bude Canal & Harbour Society which does not accept responsibility for them.
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“Creaks from the Chair”

With the AGM over and our continuing pressure on Cornwall Council about the future of
the Canal our attention is drawn towards 2019 which will be the Bi-centenary of the start of
construction of the canal in 1819 on the 23rd July. A day of great celebration and hope for the
population. The canal was a major event for the people of north-east Cornwall and west Devon,
and a catalyst for social change, trade and employment which changed this area for ever.

Now in 2018/9 there is an opportunity, that should be taken up by Cornwall Council, to realise
the aims of the Bude Canal Regeneration Project of 2007 to 2009. They should implement
the aim of returning the canal to navigation from Falcon Bridge to Helebridge by creating a
slipway for access and replacing Rodds Bridge with a suitable bridge which allows navigation.
Preferably Rodds Bridge should be a moveable structure but there are other solutions which
would allow boats to pass through. When we talk about boats, these are trailer boats which are
about 20’ to 30’ in length intended to quietly cruise waterways. Bringing navigation back would
improve the tourism infrastructure for Bude and Cornwall, create some income for Cornwall
Council, and give opportunity to others to make better use of this waterway. Waterways are for
all. All we need is some political will and funding. BCHS will continue to press these points
and it’s not over yet as there are little glimmers of hope that the Coastal Communities Fund
may be suitable to develop a ‘green project’ to do the things needed to achieve navigation in
partnership with other interested parties.

So back to the Bi-centenary in 2019. BCHS are keen to have some suitable celebrations to
recognise the importance of that event. We have a range of events which need to be assessed,
discussed and costed so that the best and appropriate events come to be presented. Bude-
Stratton Town Council are keen to see a celebration and fortunately Heritage Day is held in
July. When a programme of events, actions etc is clear and agreed it will be reported in the
newsletter. BCHS will need to seek funding and these avenues are being investigated. We will
do our best to have an appropriate celebratory year of recognition for the Bi-centenary.

Part of the 2019 year will be our new exhibition scheduled for February 2019 and entitled
‘Bude Harbour and Canal - the early years. The purpose is to draw together many references
in public knowledge of the trading that occurred at what is now Bude and which was in past
centuries the ‘port’ for the ancient mother town of Stratton. It will cover a period of about 1500
to 1845. This project is currently being researched and considered. We hope you will like it and
find it interesting.

Finally, in the March and April issues of “Vintage Spirit, a magazine for steam and industrial
heritage enthusiasts, there is a 2 part article by Roger Butler entitled “The Bude Canal -
Cornwall’s unusual waterway. Mr Butler made contact with BCHS in 2017 seeking some
images for his article. We were able to assist and we also proof-read his text giving some minor
corrections. It is worth a read.

Chris Jewell



Membership Report
We welcome the following new members who have joined the society since December:
Leslie Breame, South Molton, Michael Holland-Smith, Feock, Truro,
Simon Browning, Broadclose Hill, Bude.

Unfortunately, we have lost two members so far this year: Alfred Tilley who passed away
on 21 January and Alan Pedrick on 25 January. Alan joined the original Bude Canal
Society as a life member in the very early days and Alfred was remarkably active in recent
years considering his age. He joined us on our coach trip to Tiverton and the Grand
Western Canal in 2016 when he celebrated his 99th birthday. You may also recall that he
launched a new book “Crackington Haven — A Century of Change” in 2016 which was
reported in Tub Boat No.78. We have also been informed that Garth Smith of Northam
passed away in 2017. We extend our condolences to their families.

Although there have been a few more renewals some members have still not renewed
their membership for 2017/18.

Could members who have given us their e-mail addresses please remember to send any
updates or amendments to members@bude-canal.co.uk so that we can continue to notify
you when the newsletter is available on-line and for us to send any other notifications or
booking forms etc. However, if you do not wish to receive any communications from us
by e-mail please let us know so that we can remove your name from our circulation list.
Thank you for your assistance and for your continued support.

Mike Moore
Membership Secretary

Bude Canal Trust Report
Work in Progress from December 2017 to March 2018
December (continued)

The top of the canal bank along the Vealand section to the Incline Plane was cut to
minimise any new bramble growth. Several weeks were lost this month and into January
due to bad weather and the Christmas break.

January 2018
The month started with several fallen trees being cleared from across the footpath
between Virworthy Mill and Dunsdon Nature Reserve.




with further wet weather interrupting the weekly work program although we managed to
keep warm on two occasions, burning the brash from previous tree clearance.

February 2018
Work continued throughout this month cutting the top of the canal bank, initially

between Vealand Bridge to the Holsworthy Branch and then on to Brendon Bridge.

A tree had collapsed on the far bank with the several large branches blocking the
footpath on the section between Broomhill Accommodation Bridge and Dunsdon
Nature Reserve. This was initially cut back to regain access for walkers and again during
the last week to cut up the remainder into manageable sizes to create log piles on the far
bank and brash for burning.
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March 2018
Brash from the previously cut hedge growth and trees in the canal between Brendon
Bridge and Dunsdon Nature Reserve was collected up and burnt A further visit to finish
cutting up of the large branches of all the larger fallen branches.

Last week, despite the continuous rain, work continued with the cutting of the
canal bank top from Dunsdon Nature Reserve through to Puckland, Broombhill, Morton
Bridges
and on towards Dexbeer.



Sighted the first and only frogs spawn on the canal this year.

A walking survey of the section between
Dunsdon Nature Reserve and Puckland was
carried out to establish further vegetation /
tree clearance next autumn. If we can find a
suitable willing volunteer tree surgeon this
will also include the trees either side of
Broombhill Bridge.

The second snow fall this month (first for several years in the local area) provided a
different view of the canal to usual.



AGM - 18th February 2018

The day started when 11 members, 2 guests, and the Chairman went for a short circular walk at 10am.
The walk was based on the area between the Castle Heritage Centre and the Breakwater. It was a mild
day, overcast but dry. During the walk Chris Jewell, the Chairman, gave some comments about the
origins and purpose of the Castle, the Canal overflow weir by the rear of the Castle, the Sea Lock and
the Breakwater. The group returned to the Heritage Centre by about 11am in time for a welcome tea,
coffee or hot chocolate and to listen to two presentations which were the next part of the morning’s
activities.

First was a presentation by Ian Harrison, Chairman of the Rolle Canal and Northern Devon Waterways
Society about their project at RHS Rosemoor, near Torrington, where the Rolle Canal had a basin adjacent
to a large set of limekilns. With the RHS support RC&NDWS members and volunteers are clearing the basin
with the intent of rebuilding walls, stabilising banks and re-watering the basin. In due course this will be
included in the RHS's plans for that end of their grounds which will allow public access. Hopefully this will
be achieved in two to three years time.

The next presentation was by Robert Hodgson, Chairman of the Friends of the Grand Western Canal
on their ambitious Park n Glide project based on the canal at Silk Mills, near Taunton. This impressive
scheme involves rebuilding part of the canal to link to Taunton, and install boat lifts and create a green
transport link into Taunton, as well as a possible flood protection scheme. It is early days but overall the

concept has been well received. Basic studies are planned this year which if possible and positive should
get the major funding needed underway. We wish both groups success and there is a link between these

two projects and the Bude Canal in that all three were constructed by James Green in the 1820 - 1830

period.

The presentations were followed by the buffet lunch provided by Cafe Limelight at the Heritage Centre,
which was welcomed and enjoyed. Our thanks to Mark Berridge, the Manager, and his staff for all their
efforts to ensure the smooth running of the AGM.

The AGM started at 2.30 pm. The Chairman thanked members for attending and hoped that if they had
been involved since 10am that they had enjoyed the morning’s events and buffet lunch. After advising
members about basic fire safety the Chairman reported that two Trustees were retiring by rotation but

had agreed to stand again. They were Mr Peter Daniel and Mrs Betty Moore, the Hon Secretary and the
Events Secretary respectively. After approving the minutes of the AGM 2017, they were signed by the

Chairman and the meeting continued as per the agenda including the Chairman’ report, the Secretary’s

report and the Treasurer’s report.

Any members who wish to have copies of the 2017 minutes, 2017 accounts, or the correspondence
between BCHS and Cornwall Council concerning the future of Bude Canal should make contact
via info@bude-canal.co.uk The saga is not yet resolved but Cornwall Council are reviewing aspects
affecting the canal and its use; particularly the problems caused by the compromising presence of water
voles.

It was intended to present Mr Stan Noakes with a thank you gift and card on his retirement as a Trustee
at the end of the AGM. Mr Noakes was not able to attend. The gift and card were presented the next
day to him at his home address by the Chairman who conveyed the Trustee’s and Society’s thanks for
his support over many years.
Chris Jewell
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Chris Jewell explaining the operation of the Sea Lock to members and visitors prior to the AGM.

Walkers crossing the Sea Lock.

Chris Jewell explaining the history of the Breakwater.



AGM - Secretary’s Report
After the Chairman’s report, the Secretary then reported on the routine activities of the Society
during the last year. The Society started the year with 8 Trustees, two of which were re-elected at
the 2017 AGM. At the March Trustee meeting Chris Jewell was elected as Chairman, Mike Moore
as Treasurer, and Peter Daniel as Secretary. The Charity Commission returns were updated in
April 2017 and are therefore up to date. The Secretary summarised the year’s activities including
12 Trustee meetings; sales stalls at a limited number of events; talks and visits for other groups;
representation on BCT Partnership and BVMAG; and the manning of the Barge Workshop at
Helebridge on Sundays from the beginning of July until September. The annual summer coach
trip, proposed for Fowey and Lostwithiel, had to be cancelled in 2017 due to lack of bookings but
it is possible we will do two in 2018.

Peter Daniel and Betty Moore were due, on rotation, for re-election as Trustees and were duly
elected. Stan Noakes is standing down as a Trustee and was thanked, in his absence, by the
Chairman for all he had done for the Society.
Peter Daniel
Hon Secretary

AGM - Membership Secretary’s Report
Mike Moore reported that Membership was 124 made up of 88 annual members, 28 life members
and 8 family members. This was very similar to last year; unfortunately some members had passed
away during the last year but we also had some new members who had joined.

AGM - Treasurer’s Report

The balances on the accounts at the end of each year were as follows:

2016 2017

£ £
Account 1 General Account 1,968 899
Account 2 Educational Fund 761 779
Account 3 Project Fund 3,327 4,491
Account 4 Canal Day 451 451
Account 5 Archive Project 656 728
TOTAL 7,163 7,348

The financial activities for 2017 followed a similar pattern to the previous years although there was a
decrease in both Income and Expenditure compared with 2016. This was mainly due to our failure to
run our annual coach trip due to insufficient support otherwise there were no other exceptional
items to report. The accounts for 2017 have been inspected and approved by Leonard & Co and a
proposal to appoint them as Inspector of Accounts for 2018 was approved by members.

Note for comparison purposes: 2016 2017
£ £

Total Income 3,849 2,377

Total Expenditure 3,100 2,191

Surplus for year 749 186

Mike Moore, Hon. Treasurer



Box’s Foundry Update

Although work on the basic structure of the building i.e. the walls and roof appears to have been
completed, no work appears to have been done on the interior conversion. It is just a shell at the
moment.
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Storm damage picture gallery

The original damage
to the bank
(Chris Jewell)

Workmen assessing the damage
with debris in the foreground
(Chris Jewell)

Close-up of stones thrown
across the sand railway
(Mike Moore)
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Lorry and digger preparing for repairs (Chris Jewell)

Digging out the debris (Chris Jewell)
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Repairs underway (Chris Jewell)

Repairs to bank almost complete (Mike Moore)
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Repairs to bank almost complete (Mike Moore)

Repairs to bank completed (Mike Moore)
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Sand blown away showing turntable (Mike Moore)

Turntable with Breakwater in background (Mike Moore)
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BSTC, Heritage & Culture Committee, 8th February 2018

At a recent meeting of the above Committee, Mrs Janine King, Heritage Development
Officer, reported that the audit of all items stored at the Barge Workshop was ongoing.
This would determine the status of the items and their relevance. Work is being done
on a leaflet about the premises and its main heritage artefacts — the Tub Boat and Canal,
Engineering Workshop and Foundry, and the ‘“Tide Mill timbers: It is also hoped to
have this ready for July 2018 when BCHS will hopefully man the premises on Sunday
afternoons 2pm - 5pm for the public to have access. This leaflet will be really useful in
helping the public to understand the local heritage. The BCHS Trustees have agreed to
make an appropriate contribution towards the cost of the leaflet from money set aside in
Account 3 for interpretation.

Chris Jewell
The ‘Hurley Maid’
This is the “Hurley Maid” which is a 31ft Motor Sailer of wooden construction built in
1972 to a very high standard in Plymouth by Hurley Marine for promotion purposes.
This was the first of about 30 which were finally built.The boat needs a lot of work but
appears to be in a very sound condition.
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View from the North

How many of you who read this newsletter have ever looked really closely at the map that adorns
the back cover each issue? I have to admit its constant presence, familiarity and unchanging
nature has led to me often not bothering to look.

The map shows just how large an area of North Cornwall the Bude canal covered and its influence
on the hinterland around it was equally important. Last year during the first week of May
throughout that vast area individuals sought election to a variety of bodies that can have influence
over the future of the Bude Canal during the next three years. It is our responsibility to ensure
that as many of them as possible are aware of the Bude Canal and its needs for future repair,
conservation, preservation and interpretation. So whenever you can be sure to find out their
views on the Bude Canal and hold them to account so that their actions are positive for the Canal.

They are the ones who will decide whether the Bude Canal is there for our children’s children to

enjoy in the future!
Wishing you all the best for the Spring. Clive Horton
Life member

View from the Bay

After surviving my second winter living in a park home with a direct view of the ocean I feel I
have probably survived the worst the Winter can throw at me. Being well into my 6th year of
living in Bude this is the first snow I have seen, it didn’t last long of course, but the worst was the
ice rain at 6am which covered the car and made me late for my trip to Bodmin. I was out there
before the snow ploughs and gritters, in fact I saw them in Camelford, they were headed up to
Davidstow where I had just braved the thick snow, ice and drifts. To be fair it was fun too as I was
the only one on the road, a good job as I was all over the place!
Picture taken April 3rd 2018 from my living room, lovely day! ~ Chris Walton
Editor
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