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Fatal Accident 150 years ago

This item appeared in the Bude & Stratton Post in October 08 headed "150
years ago, October 16, 1858": On the 5th inst. Abel Yelland, who has
worked the inclined plane for several years past, at Merrifield, in the parish
of Bridgerule on the line of the Bude Canal, was down in the pit with other
workmen, about the machinery (without having taken the precaution to
secure the works above) when a boater, coming up with a trip of boats,
swelled the water out over the banks, which put the water wheel around and
the machinery in motion, by which the unfortunate man's thigh was
fearfully crushed. Mr King, of Stratton, was soon on the spot and amputated
the limb, but from the excessive loss of blood that had taken place, the poor
sufferer sank from it. He was a trusty and well disposed man, in the prime of
life, and has lefta widow and family to lament his untimely death.

Bude Canal Regeneration Project

Sea Lock:NCDC now have consent to do some alterations to the gates of
the sea lock. The outside of the canal gates will be clad in wood to prevent
any future uplifting force on the beams which can cause the gates to be be
displaced from their pivots; an extra set of storm chains will be added

Dredging the upper basin Photo: Chris Jewell



Whalesborough Farm bridge head Photo: Chris Jewell

Empty dredging lighter nearing Rodds Bridge lock Photo: Chris Jewell
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Rodds Bridge lock - closing upper gates Photo: Chris Jewell

within the lock chamber, plus another set of stress beams on the canal sid
ofthe gates.

Lower Wharf: The works are virtually complete.

Workshops:Two of the newbuild are occupied and the other two have
prospective tenants considering the terms. The refurbished Barkhouse is
still unoccupied but NCDC will follow up other interested parties with a
viewto tenancy.

TIC: The newbuild and refurbished area are open. The Interpretation
Centre, which is open, has been well-received. The concept and installatior
encourages further investigation of the canal and its environs.

Dredging: The dredging of the Canal from Whalesborough to Falcon
Bridge, Bude has been completed. The Rodds Bridge lock has been used t
allow dredged material to be towed up to Whalesborough for disposal.
Towpaths:There is some delay in completion which means the towpath
will not be opento the public before the middle of January 2009.

Bank Stabilisation:This work has recommenced. Itis mainly in the area of
the 1 mile marker below Rodds Bridge. This work is extensive and when
completed will secure the banks from collapse.
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Helebridge: Work continues apace. The towpath has been relaid. The
inclined plane has been cleared and work continues to show the base of th
plane. Other work in the area includes a landing stage on the Bude side of
the A39 bridge and work to the weir.

Burmsdon Aqueduct:The work is on target and progressing well. The
brickwork has been completed. The top needs to be sealed.. The parapet
will not be replaced as the funds are not available but a wooden rail will be
erected.

Dredging basin near foot of Marhamchurch incline Photo: Chris Jewell

Rodds Bridge:NCDC and County Highways are liaising concerning the
raising of the bridge height to allow navigation to pass upstream under it.
Achieving the necessary clearance of 2.2m to 2.4m is difficult as it affects
the slope of the road on either side. It is hoped that a solution will be found
before March so that it can be included in a second phase which will cover
it, a slipway, and the re-connection of the canal to Helebridge basin.
Finally, a celebration event over three days; 27th, 28th and 29th March
2009 is being planned.. Full details are not available yet, but it will be an
event worth attending. BCHS hope to have the details during January and
will putthem on our websiteChris Jewell
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Membership Report

We welcome the following new member who has joined since September:
Mr D Ellison, Acland Close, Bude.

Many thanks to those members who have already renewed their
subscription for 2008/2009 and particularly to those who have given
additional
donations.
However, some
members have
still not renewed.
Would they
please complete
the enclosed
renewal form by
return to
maintain their
support for the
Bude Canal &
Harbour Society
and receive
future
newsletters.
Remember that
only fully paid
up members can
vote at the AGM
in February.

Can | also
remind those
members who
are taxpayers
and who have
not yet
completed a Gift
Aid declaration
that they can obtain a copy from the Treasurer. Thank you for your

Looking up Marhamchurch incline plane Photo: Mike Moore
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Sherry and Mincepies at The Castle Heritage Centre, Bude.

Thirty-eight people attended this event which was held in the Education
Room at The Castle which was most interesting. John Baxter, Manager of
the Heritage Centre, gave a short talk about what we were about to see, the
we all started our walk around the exhibition. There was an automated
model of an inclined plane which attracted a lot of attention, with the tub
boats ascending and descending the plane and the bucket moving up an
down the well. We must also thank John Baxter for allowing a small group
of members to visit the old museum building where we were shown the
underside of the floorboards which appeared to consist of old ship's
decking.

Then we made our way back to the Education Room for the delicious warm
mincepies, many made by member Carol Clementson and others donate
by members. The mincepies were served with Cornish clotted cream anc
sherry. This was followed by a raffle with a good selection of prizes which
were also donated. | would like to thank everyone for making this such a
successful evenBetty Moore

Sherry & mince pie event in the Castle, Bude Photo: Mike Moore
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Christmas Dinner

This year the Trustees of the Bude Canal & Harbour Society got together
and invited the key members of North Cornwall District Council involved
with the Bude Canal Regeneration Project to our Christmas Dinner. Our
Chairman, Audrey Wheatley welcomed the visitors to Trencreek Farm
House, near Wainhouse Corner and thanked them for all the effort they hac
put in to enable the project to reach a satisfactory conclusion. Councillor
Neil Burden responded on behalf of our other guests, Charlie David (Public
Open Spaces Manager) and lan Mander (Project Manager) by thanking us
for the invitation and the co-operation of the society during the course of the
project.

Sherry and wine for the evening was donated by the Trustees. After an
excellent festive dinner and coffee it was time to bring the evening to a
close Betty Moore

Getting Involved

With the barge canal work nearing completion, it is time to remember the
inland areas. They aren't forgotten and many people are discovering
sections previously unknown to them thanks to the canal footpaths.
However, there are some jobs which would enhance the enjoyment of those
walks and as members of BCHS, you can get involved. Although the walks
are along the towpath, in many places itis difficult to appreciate that there is
a canal alongside. Whilst we don't want to spoil the wildlife habitat there
needs to be a sufficient clearance of the vegetation allowing the public to
enjoy the history of the canal. Hopefully these occasions will be sociable as
well as useful. For more information, contact Tim Dingle on 01288 361356.

Library

Some years ago the Society received a gift of a number of books mainly
related to waterways in the UK; at present the total is 40.

In the past BCHS have tried to establish a lending system for members.
However, at that time it was not successful. Recently the Trustees decidec
to make a second attempt to establish this library. The exact details of
access, etc. have not been finalised but it would be of use if members who
would be interested in making use of such a facility would complete the
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proforma and return it to me; Chris Jewell, 4a The Crescent, BUDE,
Cornwall, EX23 8LE. A proforma and list of the books available are
enclosed.

IWA South West Region

The AGM of the IWA SW Region will be held in Bude on the weekend of
18/19th April 2009. Apart from the AGM which will be in the afternoon of
Saturday 18 April there will be activities on the Saturday morning and
during the day on Sunday 19th. On Saturday morning there will be a guided
walk from the sea lock to Helebridge with Charlie David, at present the
Public Spaces Manager for NCDC. Mr David will also give a presentation
after the AGM on the Bude Canal Regeneration Project. He has been
involved inthe project since itsinceptionin 1998.

On Sunday 19th there will be a visit to Hobbacott inclined plane and to a
section of the Bude Aqueduct to view works done there. Lunch at
Kilkhampton and then on to Annery, Weare Gifford, nr Bideford to view the
tidal lock being refurbished by the owners, Mr & Mrs Wills (the lock is well
worth seeing). The tidal lock is part of the Rolle Canal built by James Green
after he had completed the Bude Canal. You will need to book these events
including the lunches. If you are not an IWA member but would be
interested in these events please contact me; Chris Jewell, 4a The Crescer
Bude, EX238LE; e-mail: bude-canal@googlemail.com.

Virworthy View

I will not comment on the weather but it is wet! Anyone venturing on the
footpath atthis time is advised to wear wellingtons.

There seems to be a surfeit of moles this year. The wharf area s littered with
earth mounds and we now have a resident mole in our lawn! We can watch
the excavations from our kitchen window. Having raised the mounds of
earth, the chickens proceed to spread the soil all over the lawn looking for
worms, but I think the moles eat worms so the chickens are disappointed.
With all the rain we have had recently the amount of water coming into the
wharf has caused a problem at the spillway. Water has eroded the edge
around the concrete which will need plugging to preventlosing all the water
from the wharf, whichwould be a shame.
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Virworthy road bridge Photo: Mike Moore

Adit at start of canal from reservoir Photo: Mike Moore
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You may be aware that The Bude Canal Trust has undergone a number o
changes recently. Last year saw the formation of a partnership between The
Bude Canal Trust and the councils of Cornwall, Devon, Torridge and two
Parish councils. The aim of the partnership is to ensure the continued
existence and maintenance of the canal known as the 'Aqueduct’, with the
benefit of assured support from the member partners and give addec
incentivesto carry outimprovements and repairs.

In December, further changes were made within the Trust with the
appointments of new Trustees and a new Chairman. We look forward to
renewed vigour and the setting up of working groups to address the many
and varied issues.

Just before Christmas we purchased an amateur compilation DVD called
'Scenes of Holsworthy ' in aid of Holsworthy Church Window Fund. On it
are two interesting short interludes, one of the Bude Canal with highlights
of the Holsworthy branch narrated by Bill Young, and another of
Holsworthy railway. This shows the extension of the line to Bude and some
interesting shots of trains in and out of Holsworthy and Bude stations.
These clips must have come from some archive film foot@geff Lowe

Historical Footnote: Work on the Aqueduct

In recent months Tim Dingle, formerly of North Cornwall District
Council's Coast and Countryside Service, has organised a survey of work
needed on the Aqueduct section which runs between Tamar Lake and
Burmsdon. This has included discussions with landowners concerning
remedial work to bridges at Puckland and Brendon.

Switch the scene now to the Bude Stratton Town Council Archives in the

Castle at Bude, where | have recently been studying an old Minute Book
from 1901. This is the proceedings of the Committee set up by the newly-

formed Bude and Stratton Urban District Council to oversee the transfer of
the Canal and Harbour Undertakings from the Company to the Council, and
their subsequent management. It first met on 23rd October 1901. There are
various items of interest that emerge from the book, and | hope to report
some in future issues of the Tub Boat.

The one for today comes from the 11th meeting of the Committee 3rd May
1902, and includes the following: "Letter received from Mr Moase, n to the
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Chairman of Pancrasweek Parish Council, calling the Council's attention to
the unsatisfactory state of Puckland and Brendon Bridges” Hmm. No
change there theinne Longley

Correspondence

Paul & Kathy Niblett wrote to express their pleasure to be back in the Bude
Area for the annual weekend-away of the Inland Waterways Protection
Society and continued: "Saturday 4th October saw us walking most of the
canal from the sea lock to the top of the Hobbacott incline, followed by a
visit to the Merrifield incline and wheel-pit. Our BCHS guides were Chris
Jewell and Mike Moore, with support from Charlie David, the Public
Spaces Manager of North Cornwall District Council.

As members of both BCHS and IWPS, we feel particularly honoured to
express our sincere and heartful thanks on behalf of all our IWPS
colleaguestothe BCHS forits much appreciated support of our weekend.
We congratulate Audrey Wheatley (who kindly came and welcomed us at
the start of our walk) and all the trustees for the good work being done to
develop, and re-establish, the Bude Canal. Well done to you alll.

IWPS visitors at sea lock Photo: Betty Moore
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THE TUB BOAT

Newsletter of the Bude Canal & Harbour Society

Forthcoming Events:

Sunday 22nd Feb 09 AGM 2.30pm Falcon Hotel. Speaker Helen Harris

27th-29th March 09 North Cornwall District Council Showcase
celebrating opening refurbished canal

Copy for the next edition of the Tub Boat should be addressed to:
The Editor, Tregea, Lower Upton, Bude, Cornwall EX23 OLS
to reach him by 29th March 2009.

Trustees:

Chairman Audrey Wheatley
Vice Chairman David Phillips
Secretary Bryan Dudley Stamp
Treasurer Chris Jewell
Events Secretary Betty Moore
The Tub Boat Editor Lawrence Wheatley
Other members Jill White

Anne Longley
Membership Secretary Mike Moofaon-trustee)
Minuting Secretary Judy Crabtréeon-trustee)

The views expressed by the contributors to this newsletter
are not necessarily those of the Bude Canal & Harbour Society
which does not accept responsibility for them
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