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Sherry & Mincepie Walk

A group of 18 members and visitors met at the Hobbacott lay-by on Sunday
16th December 2007 for the annual sherry and mince pie walk. A donation
was made to the society to cover the cost of the licence so that we were able
to serve sherry with the mincepies this year. The walk to Helebridge was
along the Planekeepers Path opened by North Cornwall District Council to
give access to parts of the old canal. A brief description of the function of the
incline was given before the descent of the 935 feet long plane. After
looking at the boat bays at the base of the incline, the walk continued along
the tub boat section of the canal in the valley below Hobbacott toward Cann
Orchard. Much of this section is along the towpath of the canal with the
canal channel clearly defined but now supporting a range of trees. Other
parts of the path follow the course of the canal where it has been ploughed in
or follow a diversion where the original course is inaccessible. After
crossing the road we walked along a section of the original canal through
Cann Orchard. We then came out onto the road from Stratton to
Marhamchurch. Beyond the road there is little trace of the canal so we
turned left and walked into Marhamchurch. The final stage of the walk was
along the towpath, over the old A39 bridge and back up the other side of the
basin to the Barge Workshop where other members had gathered. We were
greeted with sherry and delicious hot mince pies. As usual we had araffle

Walkers descending Hobbacott Incline.  Photo: Mike \Moore
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and arange of sales items were available.

The walk was particularly interesting this year due to some knowledgeable
members attending from outside the area. Barry Hughes, a local historian
and engineer from Northam and Tony Rymell and Denis Dodd from
Somerset contributed to some interesting discussion about various aspects
of the design and construction of the Bude Canal. Another enjoyable day to
be repeated again no doubtin 2008.  Mike & Betty Moore

P.S. The excellent walking route leaflets for the “Plane Keepers Path”, “The
Aqueduct Trail” and “Canal & Coast Walk” are available from Chris Jewell
01288352298 at 70p each plusp & p 30p.

Virworthy View

Well, another wet summer out of the way and going into winter still wet!
The volume of water passing through the wharf has been phenomenal and
just recently the road by the Tamar has been flooded. It would be nice to see
the currently drab countryside with a covering of snow!

One day our two white ducks (see page §) were minding their own business
swimming on the canal when a person with two spaniel dogs appeared. The
dogs immediately dived into the water to chase the ducks and would not
respond to the owner's frantic calls. One duck made it to the bank and
escaped and one dog finally did respond and got out of the water but the
other dog was intent on chasing the second duck. A fter much splashing and
flapping the dog caught the duck and held it by the neck but as it was a gun-
dog and had a soft mouth it didn't cause any lasting damage and the duck
was soon released. The dog was not giving up, swimming furiously it
proceeded to chase the duck once again. As the duck approached the end of
the water by the bridge it turned and faced the dog but then dived
underneath it and swam submerged for some two metres before resurfacing.
The dog, frantically looking around and seemingly confused, could not
understand where the duck had gone! One could almost hear it saying
“Where did that damn duck go?” Seeing the duck some way behind and
going in the opposite direction, it again paddled furiously after it until the
duck reached the far end of the water when it turned to face the dog and
waited until the dog was inches from victory then performed the same
routine to confuse it once more. This process continued four times until the
dog, panting and spluttering, approached the bank and was immediately
grabbed by the ears and dragged out of the canal by its owner.

Is there a moral in this story? Like — 'If you are in the line of flak — duck!"
Happy New Year from Virworthy Geoff
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The Hobblers Post
The men who originally fixed the old hobblers’ post near the iron bridge did
not intend it to fall over. And so, when it wore away at the base over many
years, and finally snapped
off in a sudden storm last §
year, getting the stump
out was quite a job. ;
The Council were not |

keen, but encouragement
by the Canal Society
persuaded them it should
be replaced -- not only
because of the heritage
significance, but because
it was still a useful

Granite sets from the former sand plateway ready for
use at the Hobblers Post.  Photo: Chris Jewell

marker of the edge of the channel for
boats approaching the lock. So a
suitable replacement was sourced,
and one fine morning in October the
Harbourmaster’s team arrived with a
small digger and set to. Alas, the
small digger was no match for the
collection of large rocks which had
been rammed into the hole, and it
threatened to tip over to the peril of
the driver. So work was suspended
while a more robust model was called
in. Meanwhile, of course, the tide
was comingin.........
The remains of the post when finally
hauled out, was a good 6ft long and
some interesting stones were
revealed around the top of the hole.
The Hobblers Post gr?”t’ t_hcehs_ea Lock. These were granite setts with holes in
oto: Chris Jewell them, and are thought to be part of the
old plateway across the beach that was laid in1821but never used because
Lord Stanhope had a better idea for moving the sand. The new post was duly
fitted the next day, and looks a “proper job”.
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Talking recently with people who remembered the last years of the old
hobblers’boats,I asked them how the system had worked.

Two boats would go out, they told me, when a ship was signalled, and wait
in the lee of the breakwater beyond Chapel Rock.

As the ship came round the Barrel and turned and lowered her sails, the
hobblers would row out either side of her and ropes would be passed
between ship and boat. The boats would then take the ropes round the posts
on either side so that the ship could be warped up the centre of the channel
from one post to the next a tricky job if it was blowing too hard. These
modern boats with their powerful outboards have it easy! Anne Longley

Bude Canal Regeneration
Project - Update

The groundwork continues.
The underpass at Helebridge
Nr Marhamchurch is
completed but works to join it
to the towpath are yet to be |
done and are exepected in the
spring.

The laying of setts and other
works at Lower Wharf, Bude
continue and are due to be
completed by May 2008. The
Workshops on the Barkhouse
Green are progressing; the
foundations and concrete
floors are laid. Progress will be
more visible once the structural
work starts. -
The works on the canal and New walkway under the A39 at Helebridge to

. be connected to the towpath in the next phase
locks are due to start in early of the project.  Photo: Mike Moore

2008. Visitwww.ncdc.gov.uk.

Marhamchurch Inclined Plane

The concept plans for this site prepared by the Society have been accepted
by the Steering Group of the Project as being a good basis on which to
proceed.



The main points are:
1 Clearance of lower plane of trees and vegetation.
i1 Locate/reinstate boat bays & central pier
i1 Reinstate line and angle of plane and grass over.
iv  Ensure banks of pound are stable.
v Improve a substantial length of towpath.
vi Provide proper interpretation panel and seating at foot of plane.
vii Include recovered site as a point of interest in canal promotion.

Some clearance work may be done early in 2008 to avoid the nesting season
which starts early in Cornwall.

BCHS - Trading

The Trustees recently learned that the trading activity of the Society to
generate income is now exceeding the maximum 25% of total income
permitted, which could make the Society liable for tax on any trading
surplus. As BCHS needs to be active it will continue to raise income

Our sales stall at the Sherry & Mince Pie Walk. Photo: Mike Moore
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through trading. Thus to continue lawfully BCHS will need to set up a
Trading Company to be the body that trades eg events, walks, talks, etc.
This would be a separate body and hopefully BCHS members will support
the venture. The surplus of the Trading Company is covenanted to BCHS
and legally avoids the payment of tax. More about this in the next issue of
The Tub Boat but the Trustees are in principle committed to a Trading
Company.

Distribution of The Tub Boat

If you are a member of the Society you will either be reading The Tub Boat
as a hard copy or on line via our website. Ithank you all for replying to the
survey of the 122 pro formas sent out. In total 95 replies have been received:
32 with no access to our website and 63 which have. This leaves 27
members who for whatever reason have not replied. They will all be
canvassed once more to ascertain if they can receive it on line.

The intention of the survey has only ever been about ensuring our members
can access The Tub Boat either by continuing to have a printed copy or by
accessing it on line at www.bude-canal.co.uk, and hopefully reduce the
number to be printed and thus the costs which are due to increase
substantially in 2008. At present it is hoped to continue with 4 issues per
year. Itis probable that there may be some reduction in pages per issue and
colour photos in the centre may only be available on special occasions.

Bude Canal Day 2008

Your Trustees intend to hold our Canal Day on Sunday 3rd August 2008.
This will be in conjunction with Bude Stratton Town Council's Gurney Day.
As it is likely that the Barkhouse Green will still be out of use due to
building works as part of the Canal Regeneration Project, BCHS will make
use of the Castle Grounds in conjunction as last year with BSTC and the
Bude Canal Regeneration Project team. Further details in future issues of
The Tub Boat.

IWA National Trailboat Festival 2008

This important event will be held on 25/26 May on the Grand Western
Canal, Nr Tiverton and is hosted by the Grand Western Canal and Country
Park of Devon County Council. BCHS wil be attending on 25 May 2008 to
promote our canal. Hopefully, other waterway groups from the South West
will be attending. Visit www.devon.gov.uk/grandwesterncanal for more
information. Chris Jewell
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Membership Report

We welcome the following new members who have joined since
September:

Miss J Rowley-Gillard, Lifton Devon (Life Member)

Mr J M Johnson, Acland Close, Bude

Many thanks to those members who have already renewed their
subscription for 2007/2008 and particularly to those who have given
additional donations. However, some members have still not renewed.
Would they please complete the enclosed renewal form by return to
maintain their support for the Bude Canal & Harbour Society and receive
future newsletters. Remember that only fully paid up members can vote at
the AGM in February. You can help us reduce costs by using the Standing
Order Mandate attached to the renewal form. Mike Moore

The Chairman and Trustees wish all members
a happy, peaceful, prosperous, and healthy New Year.

2000

"We sorted them dogs!" Photo: Geoff Lowe



THE TUB BOAT

Newsletter of the Bude Canal & Harbour Society

Forthcoming Events:
Sunday 24th Feb 2008  Society AGM 2.30pm The Falcon Hotel, Bude
3rd August 2008 Canal Day

Copy for the next edition of the Tub Boat should be addressed to:
The Editor, Tregea, Lower Upton, Bude, Cornwall EX23 OLS
to reach him by 29th March 2008.

Trustees:

Chairman Audrey Wheatley
Vice Chairman David Phillips
Secretary Bryan Dudley Stamp
Treasurer Chris Jewell
Events Secretary Betty Moore
The Tub Boat Editor Lawrence Wheatley
Other members Jill White

Anne Longley
Membership Secretary Mike Moore (non-trustee)
Minuting Secretary Judy Crabtree (non-trustee)
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are not necessarily those of the Bude Canal & Harbour Society
which does not accept responsibility for them
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