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Bude Canal & Gurney Day

There was already a crowd around the stalls on the Castle Green when
Councillor Neil Burden, Chairman of the Regeneration Partnership,
declared the Canal and Gurney Day open on Sunday 3rd August. As well as
our Society stall there were the Canal Regeneration, the Stover and Rolle
Canal Societies, the Environment Agency, South West Lakes Trust, South
West Water, Old Cornwall Society, NCDC Beach Ranger Service, Bude
Pilot Gig Club and the Yarner Trust's stalls.

There was also a working model of a steam tractor and a steam car of the
early 20th century, its four cylinder engine open to view. Mr Hudspith's
steam driven bicycle and gramophone were seen at the Trevithick Society
stall.

Bideford Pipers Photo: Mike Moore

On the bandstand Bude Town Band, Bude Metric Brass, and Pig Ankle Jazz
entertained with music throughout the afternoon. Owing to a lack of fish
and restricted access to the towpath the angling was cancelled.
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Model steam locomotive on Trevithick stall Photo: Mike Moore
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At around 4.30pm the exciting sound of the Bideford Pipers preceded their
arrival up the driveway on to the grass where they gave a fine performance.
The rhymic drumming of the Energia and Samba Celtica Bands announced
the Rowboat Procession involving props and costumes inspired by the
canal. Beautiful butterflies, huge fish, dragonflies and other costumes were
created and carried by children from Bude After-School Club, Stratton
Primary and Bude Youth Club under the expert tuition of Geraldine Jones.
Leading all was an artistic representation of a ketch-rigged ship loaned and
produced by BCHS members. At the end of the procession the boat was
launched on the canal in memory of the historic sailing ships which once
frequented the wharf, in particular, the beloved Ceres.

Stover Canal Visit September 6th 2008

An early start found eight of us on our way by car to Kingsteignton Village
Hall. Having stumbled on part of the Stover Canal in Newton Abbott a few
years ago, | was very interested to learn more about both the canal and the
birth of the Stover Canal Society.

Chris Jewell, Mike Moore, Barry Stocker, Jed, Jill White & Mike Johnson
Photo: Betty Moore




The chairman, Roger Harding, met us at the Hall and with other committee
members, gave us an hour long slide show and talk which gave us an insight
into industrial history and the need for good casting quality china clay in the
pottery industry which was the canal's raison d'etre and how a small group
of local people brought the Stover Canal back into public interest.
Following lunch at The Old Rydon Inn, we then set off in our cars to arrive
at the first accessible part of the canal in this area including part of the
Granite Tramway. The first part of our walk took in Ventiford basin, now
filled in, and then by car to the second part taking in Templar Way, named
after James Templar, who first had the idea of a canal, and crossing a
railway line - still in use once a month.

This section took us past Teigngrace lock, one of five, and a reminder that
all the granite for the lock walls was cut by hand. There are plans to restore
this lock, finance and Network Rail, the present owners, permitting,
working with others to restore the canal as closely as possible to its former
state.

By 4pm we reached the last section to be walked. By now we were almost
'mudlocked' - and this proved to be the muddiest! A large section of the
towpath here had been cleared by volunteers with the appropriate heavy
machinery - something that most canal groups do not have access to - and
this made walking somewhat easier. Water runs quite freely here and a
myriad of wild flowers, including Comfrey, now have room to blossom.
Many thanks to the Stover Canal Society Committee for giving up their
time to take us on this very interesting walk and answering all our questions
in full without hesitation! We wish them well with all their plans. Jill White

Bude Canal Regeneration Project - Update

Since Tub Boat No 43 a lot of work has taken place and some elements of
the project are virtually complete.

The Lower Wharf area, Barkhouse Green and the Workshops are complete
and give the area a fresh new perspective.

The sea lock top gates were closed on 9 July and the torrential rain that day
saw the canal from Falcon Bridge to the sea lock refill completely in less
than 24 hours. Everything now looks very normal with boats back on the
canal and the occasional locking in and out of boats. The first boat to lock
into the refurbished lower section of the canal was a survey boat, 'Boy
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Whalesborough lock - top gates closed Photo: Chris Jewell

Above lock gates, looking down canal Photo: Chris Jewell
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Brendon' from Falmouth.

Works on the TIC extension
continue and fitting out should
start in October.

The dredging of the upper
reaches is now progressing well
with the Whalesborough and
middle pounds completed.
Whalesborough lock now has its
inner new gates fitted, the other
pair and the new sets of gates for
Rodds Bridge lock are due to be
fitted in the next few weeks.
Repairs to the canal banks and
towpath between Bude and
Helebridge have started and are
progressing well. The
connecting paths for the
underpass at Helebridge have
been completed allowing
pedestrians etc to avoid the

Upper basin bank repairs Photo: Chris Jewell

New buildings on lower basin Photo: Chris Jewell
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perilous crossing of the Atlantic Highway by simply passing under the
impatient flow of traffic. Works on the Helebridge Basin area are due to
start at the end of September 2008. This will include dredging, towpath
improvements, and re-profiling the bottom of the Marhamchurch inclined
plane with appropriate interpretation. All in all much done and much still to
do but the light at the end of the tunnel is beginning to get brighter.

Finally, a three day celebration is being planned at the end of March 2009, ie
Friday 27th, Saturday 28th, and Sunday 29th. Further details in due course.
Chris Jewell

Boats?

How splendid if the three day celebration could include a cavalcade of boats
cruising from Higher Wharf to Helebridge. What better way of concluding
the restoration than that, with both inland locks now ready for passing boats
in the traditional way? There is, of course, the small matter of an immovable
Rodds Bridge whose reconstruction was so unceremoniously ruled out as
being too costly after everything else was happening on the canal. Why
restore locks if boats cannot get to them? The future of Rodds Bridge is still
uncertain though vigorous protest by certain BCHS members is
engendering genuine thought on how otherwise the bridge might be raised
now that a lifting bridge has been declared too costly. This is a very serious
matter which exercises us considerably. Of course, there are always rowing
boats and canoes I suppose - they've been tootling up and down for as long
as any of us can remember but what about some bigger boats?

Audrey Wheatley

Virworthy View

What can I say! The summer has been dreadful, the footpaths have been wet
and muddy, grass cutting has been at a minimum, blackberries have been
poor, although there was plenty of fruit it just did not develop properly
without the sun. I have not seen a single dragonfly this year and only two
damselflies! Some species of birds are absent this year. I have not seen a
bullfinch or a goldcrest but a nuthatch has come into the garden for the first
time. We do have moorhens feeding with the chickens and I was surprised
one day to see a water rail among them.

Our peafowl have had a poor year too. After the trauma of losing a white hen

8



to the fox, which I mentioned in the last issue, two of the other hens made
nests, The one on the top of the hay bales produced four chicks.
Unfortunately three have died so she now has only one which is doing fine.
Another hen has had two clutches of eggs but nothing has come of them —so
it’s not been a very good year for peafowl.

We invested in ten rescued battery hens in July and after some five weeks let
them free range. Unfortunately two have disappeared! I’m sure there is a
fox keeping tabs on our movements.

In July Holsworthy Church held a pet service to which was brought a
variety of animals including lambs, chickens, hamsters, rats, rabbits, cats
and dogs. [ was persuaded to take Merlin, our Shetland pony! He was very
good in church and made the appropriate response to the Rector's address!
At the time of writing the weather has taken a turn for the better - late but
most welcome. Perhaps the ground will dry up before the winter.

Two display boards in the Wharf building have been renewed to reflect the
current information and are quite smart. Together with the other
information boards they provide a comprehensive recollection of the canal.
GeoffLowe

BCHS We Need Your Help
At the present time the Trustees of BCHS are in discussion with Bude
Stratton Town Council over the future use of two premises owned by them:
1) The Barge workshop, Helebridge, Nr Marhamchurch.
i1) A part of the former Museum beside the canal at Lower Wharf, Bude

1) The Barge Workshop as you may know houses the artefact, The Bude
Canal tub boat -which is owned by BSTC. This Society has for many years
opened the Barge Workshop in the summer to allow the public access. This
has been done to assist the Town Council. The building is now being
developed as a separate heritage site which changes the way that it has to
operate and consequently the Society has to reassess its position.
i1) BSTC has offered the Society part of the former museum to use for
interpretation under a lease. These matters are under consideration by your
Trustees.
Any decisions in relation to either premises will be advised asap in future
issues of The Tub Boat.
BCHS need your help to increase and develop our volunteer base to be able
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effectively to make use of these opportunities.
Ifyou live in the EX23, or EX22, postal areas and would like to volunteer to
assist the Society in these matters, please contact me as below. Some
training will be needed and reasonable travel expenses can be paid. Phone
me on 01288 352298 or e mail - bude.canal@googlemail.com and leave
your details and contact number. Chris Jewell

Something Different for Christmas

This year due to the towpath being closed because of the regeneration work
and the unavailability of the Barge Workshop, we have decided to do
something different. Instead of the annual Sherry & Mincepie Walk, on
Sunday 14 December 2008 we are going to visit the Castle Heritage Centre,
Bude followed by Sherry and Mincepies in the Education Room. We will
meet at 11 am outside the main entrance of the Heritage Centre.

You can also visit the Castle Restaurant for Sunday lunch afterwards if you
wish but you will have to book directly with the restaurant, tel. 350543.

If you are interested in this event please complete the enclosed booking
form and send with your remittance of £4.00 adult to Hon Treasurer, 4a The
Crescent, Bude EX23 8LE by 30 November 2008. The charge of £4
includes admittance to the Castle Heritage Centre and the sherry and
mincepies. Betty Moore Events Secretary.

Membership Report

We welcome the following new members who have joined since June:
MrMJ McLeod, Yeolmbridge, Launceston

Mr I Yeates, Claygate, Surrey

Mr M and Mrs H Den Hollander, Minster Avenue, Bude (2 x Life members)
As many of you will realise, this is the time of the year when I have to
remind you that subscriptions were due on 1st September for all members
except those who joined after 1st May. Renewal forms (where appropriate)
are included with this newsletter. Members are encouraged to return the
Standing Order form to me as it is a more efficient method of payment for
the Society and avoids your renewal being overlooked. Membership cards
will automatically be sent to members who have already completed
Standing Order Mandates and whose payments have been received. Can |
also remind those members who are taxpayers and who have not completed
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a Gift Aid declaration that they can obtain a copy from the Treasurer. Thank
you for your continued support. Mike Moore

Our very good friend and long-standing member Bill Young has left
Stratton and gone to Hampshire to be nearer his son. We wish him happiness
in his new home. Bude & Stratton will be the poorer without him. Ed.

Judy Crabtree and Betty Moore preparing sails for boat (overleaf) Photo: Chris Jewell

As part of the Bude Canal Regeneration Project, the Rowboat Procession,
supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund, provided the finale for Canal Day.
The rhythmic drumming of the Energia and Samba Celtica bands
accompanied the procession led by the boat shown over which was an
artistic representation of a ketch-rigged ship. The boat was provided by Judy
Crabtree and decorated by her and Betty Moore assisted by Chris Jewell
under the expert tuition of Community Artist Geraldine Jones. At the end of
the procession, the boat was launched on the canal in memory of the historic
sailing ships which once frequented the wharf. The Rowboat Project was
masterminded by the Education Officer at the Castle, Clare Manning.
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As above - afloat Photo: Mike Moore
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Forthcoming Events:

Saturday 1st November Stall at St Andrews Church Autumn Fayre
Sunday 22nd Feb 09 AGM 2.30pm Falcon Hotel. Speaker Helen Harris

27th-29th March 09 North Cornwall District Council Showcase
celebrating opening refurbished canal

Copy for the next edition of the Tub Boat should be addressed to:
The Editor, Tregea, Lower Upton, Bude, Cornwall EX23 OLS
to reach him by 29th December 2008.

Trustees:

Chairman Audrey Wheatley
Vice Chairman David Phillips
Secretary Bryan Dudley Stamp
Treasurer Chris Jewell
Events Secretary Betty Moore
The Tub Boat Editor Lawrence Wheatley
Other members Jill White

Anne Longley
Membership Secretary Mike Moore (non-trustee)
Minuting Secretary Judy Crabtree (non-trustee)

The views expressed by the contributors to this newsletter
are not necessarily those of the Bude Canal & Harbour Society
which does not accept responsibility for them

Published by BUDE CANAL & HARBOUR SOCIETY

Enquiries to the Hon Secretary T 01288 352808
Ebbingford Manor, Bude, Cornwall EX23 8LN
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