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Otter News

My riparian neighbour, Andy Whitmarsh, was jogging down the 
towpath between the locks recently when, over the sound of music in 
his headphones, he heard a plop close by. He looked down to see 
widening ripples and then an otter's head appeared above the surface 
of the water. It ducked away and reappeared further down with a fish 
in its mouth. It stood in the shallows looking at him.while busily 
munching. 

He then noticed two other otters near the far bank playing in and out of 
the water and along the bank.

Clearly the regeneration of the canal has not driven away the wild life, 
as some people had feared. 

The above was seen in early November. On 10 December, other 
walkers saw three otters playing in the area below Rodds Bridge lock. 
Editor

Spillway at Whalesborough Lock

The new spillway under construction at Whalesborough Lock.  Photo: Chris Jewell



To deal with the problem of endless excess water coming down the 
canal from Helebridge following heavy prolonged rain which 
overflows the locks and banks at Whalesborough Lock, a spillway has 
been constructed on the eastern bank. 

This has necessitated the reconstruction of the bank to be more stable 
and profiled in a way that any increases in water coming down from 
Helebridge will overspill this bank into the adjacent wetland field 
before it causes more serious problems. This work was completed in 
December 2009. Chris Jewell

Phase II - Bude Canal Regeneration Project.

The final agreed document has been circulated to all relevant 
Cornwall Council Councillors and officers. Mr Tom Flanagan, 
Corporate Director for Environment, Planning and the Economy has 
replied to the document. 90% of the reply was positive in that the 
Council are looking to set up a Partnership to advise and work with the 
Council in relation to the canal and the completion of works not done. 
However, he confirmed that the land at Higher Wharf, Bude was 
being considered by the Council for disposal as being surplus.

This land is the only viable site for the slipway to give access for boats 
to the canal. BCHS has replied to Cornwall Council highlighting the 
importance of this land to the successful completion of the Canal 
Project and for future use by the community, ideally by the provision 
of premises and facilities for shared use with education and 
watersports groups. 

Cornwall Council have replied and I quote, "This matter is being 
investigated and a full reply will be sent to you in due course." 
Additionally, Bude Stratton Town Council are concerned about the 
possible loss of community land and local watersport groups are 
looking to hold a public meeting in early 2010.

The final version of the Phase II, and comments as sent to Cornwall 
Council in November 2009, are available on the Society's website: 
www.bude-canal.co.uk.     Chris Jewell
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Virworthy View

A "Winter Wonderland" - is what the Wharf was described as a few 
days ago with a covering of snow - but I could describe it as a Bleak 
Midwinter! The cold wet snap at the end of November filled the canal 
to overflowing, particularly on the towpath, making it very muddy. 
There was not much respite from the wet weather during the summer. 
As soon as the path dried out - it rained again. 

Not that the ducks minded that; the more water the better as far as they 
are concerned. But the week the wharf was frozen they did not venture 
on the ice.

The sloes I collected in the autumn have now turned into sloe gin and 
sloe brandy - a much heart-warming winter aperitif. There was a lot of 
fruit in the autumn and many red berries - which have now been 
devoured by the hungry birds. Not only the birds are hungry but I also 
caught a squirrel taking a whole fat ball from a wire basket on the bird 
table and disappearing with it into the hedge.

Visitors still trek down here and I met one couple enjoying their 
turkey sandwiches at the Wharf on Boxing Day!

Sadly there have been no signs of the turtle since last summer. It has 
either been taken or has gone seeking green pastures. The fish have 
also disappeared but I think that is down to the heron. I'm pleased to 
say our new four young peafowl are more girls than boys to redress 
the balance. There are two white ones among them and, with 
confidence, I am sure they are a boy and a girl.

Whilst writing this we are treated to a new layer of snow, some four to 
five inches, making the road almost impassable except for tractors. 
With no traffic and no post it has been a quiet day! Geoff Lowe

 

Mincepie and Sherry Walk 12th December 2009

At 10.30am on a bright sunny Sunday morning 15 members and 
visitors met in the Crescent despite the cold weather, 

Following an introduction by Chris Jewell we set off along the 
towpath towards Rodds Bridge.
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Chris Jewell explaining the problems associated with further development at Higher
Wharf, with the Band Hall and Scout Hut in the background.  Photo: Mike Moore
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Chris Jewell explaining the problems associated with further development at Higher
Wharf, with the Band Hall and Scout Hut in the background.  Photo: Mike Moore
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The first stop was opposite the Scout Hut and Band Hall which was 
the site of the old Stapleton's Shipyard. The land here is currently 
owned by Cornwall Council and is an important element in the 
development of Phase II of the Bude Canal Regeneration project.

Continuing along the towpath we stopped to inspect Rodds Bridge, 
where Chris explained what was required to allow full navigation of 
the canal, and then on to see the rebuilt Rodds Bridge lock. 

Further on, we turned right off the towpath and walked up the 
permissive path to the Widemouth Bay road near Phillip's Point and 
then along the coast path towards Bude.

We turned off the coast path at Efford Down and took the path through 
Efford Farm and then over Falcon Bridge to the Castle Heritage 
Centre where we were welcomed with a glass of sherry and hot 
mincepies (heated by a microwave loaned by Ann Longley) with 
Cornish clotted cream. 

The walkers approaching Efford Farm on the 'Mincepie & Sherry' walk.  Photo: Mike Moore
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Some of the mincepies were made freshly early that morning by Carol 
Clementson and sherry and mincepies were also donated by members 
of the committee. More members joined us at the Castle for those 
refreshments.

We organized a raffle with donated prizes useful for Christmas such 
as wine, whisky, chocolates, sloe gin, and biscuits.

Although there were not so many people at the event as last year, it 
turned out to be a very pleasant morning.

Our thanks to everyone for their help throughout the whole event. 
Mike and Betty Moore

The editor on 'sherry duty' at the Castle Heritage Centre.  Photo: Mike Moore
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Membership Report

Many thanks to those members who have already renewed their 
subscription for 2009/2010 and particularly to those who have given 
additional donations. However, some members have still not 
renewed.

Would they please eomplete the enclosed renewal form by return to 
maintain their support for the Bude Canal & Harbour Society and 
receive future newsletters. Remember that only fully paid-up 
members can vote at the AGM in February.

Can I also remind those members who are taxpayers and who have not 
yet completed a Gift Aid declaration that they can obtain a copy from 
the Treasurer. 

Thank you for your continued support.   Mike Moore

From an article about the Atlantic Coast Express,
by Edward Gregory, first published in 1928.

The situation at Bude contains interesting features such as the Bude 
and Holsworthy Canal, constructed 1819 - 1826, and originally 
extending for some 30 miles, though now only about 1 1/2 miles are 
navigable. 

The River Bude accompanies the railway for most of the way from 
Whitstone and Bridgerule station, but about a mile before Bude is 
reached joins the River Strat and connects with the canal. Neither 
river is, however, navigable, so that onwards to Bude there are both 
the River Strat and the canal generally parallel to the railway.

Nearing the station close to the gasworks, a branch line is put off, 
which crosses the River Strat by a viaduct, and then runs down 
alongside the canal to the goods yard, which is thus separated from the 
passenger station by the river. 

Goods lines extend for some distance alongside the canal to serve a 
few wharves and other premises. Beyond the basin is a lock, which, 
with the basin, forms the "harbour", well-protected within Bude 
Haven. 
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The River Strat winds round alongside the "Strand", the main 
thoroughfare of Bude, under Nanny Moore's bridge and over a weir, 
then wending its way through sandy stretches to Bude Haven 
alongside the canal lock.  Submitted by Bryan Stamp

100 years ago January 1910 from the 'Bude & Stratton Post'

News reached Bude on Monday evening that the top schooner, Annie 
Davey (Capt Stone, Bude), owned by Capt H Stapleton and Mr T 
Bartlett, had been run into and sunk by the Spanish steamer, Durango, 
and that the crew were safe in Rotterdam. The schooner was built in 
1873 and her registered tonnage was 58. 

The canal did not escape the recent spell of freezing conditions, encouraging acts of childish
vandalism such as seen above - at least they didn't try to walk on it!  Photo: Mike Moore
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End Note:

Having edited "The Tub Boat" from its first 
edition in Autumn 1997 I feel that it is time 
for someone younger to take over. I have 
enjoyed the twelve and a half years and fifty 
editions and it seems a good time to stop. 
Best wishes to my successor whoever he or 
she may be and my thanks to other Trustees 
for articles and photos and Audrey for 
reading the drafts.

Lawrence Wheatley



Copy for the next edition of the Tub Boat should be addressed to:
The Chairman, Tregea, Lower Upton, Bude, Cornwall EX23 0LS

to reach her by 26th March 2010.

Trustees:

Chairman  

Vice Chairman David Phillips

Secretary Bryan Dudley Stamp

Treasurer Chris Jewell

Events Secretary Betty Moore

The Tub Boat Editor T.B.A.

Minuting Secretary Jill White

Other members Anne Longley

Lawrence Wheatley

Membership Secretary Mike Moore (non-trustee)

Audrey Wheatley

Forthcoming Events:

THE TUB BOAT
Newsletter of the Bude Canal & Harbour Society

Enquiries to the          01288 352808
Ebbingford Manor, Bude, Cornwall EX23 8LN

Hon Secretary

Registered Charity Number 1086646

The views expressed by the contributors to this newsletter
are not necessarily those of the Bude Canal & Harbour Society

which does not accept responsibility for them

www.bude-canal.co.uk  ·  info@bude-canal.co.uk

Published by BUDE CANAL & HARBOUR SOCIETY

Sunday 21st February 2010 Society AGM at The Falcon Hotel, Bude
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