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Bude Sea Lock Gate Damage

The weekend of 9/10th of March saw the highest tides of the year coincide
with the worst Atlantic storm for half a lifetime - a fatal combination for
Bude’s sea lock. And sure enough when the howling wind veered to the NW
on Monday night the 20-30ft waves were crashing straight in, and it was too
much - chains broke, beams splintered and the south gate was lifted off its
hinges.

Sea-lock damage; gate on left hand side. Photo: Mike Moore

Emergency measures through the night stopped it from collapsing, and by
breakfast time on Tuesday a huge crane had arrived from Plymouth. Asthe
tide fell back water gushed out through the gap in the gates. A sandbag dam
had been placed under Falcon Bridge, fish were rescued as the water level in
the basin dropped, and by lunchtime the 11-tonne gate was being swung out
by the crane to rest flat on the lockside. Inspection showed only a little
damage to the gate itself, thanks to the prompt emergency work during the
night. The main damage was to the iron hinge, which had broken into four

pieces, and to the masonry of the wall where it had wrenched itself out
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leaving an area of the stonework
fragmented. Repair work has been
commissioned and it is hoped that
all will be back to normal by mid-
May.

Meanwhile, the repair and
dredging work programmed for
the autumn will be brought
forward, since the basin is empty.
Empty not only of water and fish,
but also of shopping trolleys,
chairs, scooters, traffic cones, and
a sawn-off shotgun, currently in
the custody of the local
Constabulary! All congratulations
are due to NCDC staff, contractors
and volunteers for a very efficient
response. Anne Longley

Empty canal showing the extent of silt built
up over many years. Photo: Mike Moore

Boats stranded in the Lower Wharf. Photo: Chris Jewell



1904 Sea Lock Damage

Similar but worse damage occurred in 1904. Two of Nicolas Tregaskes'
ships, Wild Pigeon and, just behind her, Jessie were moored above the lock
gates ready to go out on the early tide next morning.

Captain Hallett of Wild Pigeon and the Harbourmaster, Mr Found, were
walking up and down beside the lock debating whether the sea had calmed
sufficiently from the day before to be able to sail, when a rogue wave,
estimated at 20 feet, appeared heading straight for them. They moved
rapidly back to the shelter of the wall and yelled to the crew of Wild Pigeon,
who were sleeping on board, to jump ashore. They leapt for the bank just as
the wave hit the inner gates.

The gates lifted and twisted under the massive impact, breaking the iron
hinges at the top and the gearing mechanism for the sluices 'like
matchsticks'. The wave then sucked them out at the base and both gates
collapsed into the bottom of the lock. The huge out rush of water from the
wave and the canal snapped Wild Pigeon's ropes and she shot out into the
harbour with no one on board. Jessie turned sideways and jammed into the
mud. Captain Hallett and Mr Found looked in horror at the devastation of
broken wood and metal on the very spot where they had been standing
moments before.

Two of Wild Pigeon's crew took a boat out into the harbour in a desperate
attempt to get a rope on board, and the third was despatched up the hill to
rouse the owner in Belle Vue.

All attempts to get the ship under control failed against the capricious tide
and currents, which eventually drove her in under the cliffs at Summerleaze
Point. When the tide dropped, she was stripped of everything possible, and
the next tide smashed her to pieces on the rocks.

The canal remained closed while a temporary dam was built and the
Council considered the costs, tenders and delays etc. Eventually Stapletons
made new upper gates which were fitted in April and the lower basin
dredged and filled.

More indecision over the outer gates which were also damaged and it was
not until October that Stapletons were given the contract and nearly
Christmas before they were fitted and ships could use the lock once more.

In 1904 the new outer gates cost £430. It will be interesting to see how much
they will costtoday! Anne Longley



Treasurer's Report as at AGM 2008
The account balancesasat31.12.2007 are as follows:

Account 1 £2.297.64
Account?2 Educational Fund £335.93
Account3 Project Fund £2,238.32
Account4 Canal Day £712.40
Account5 Archive Project £144.64

The healthy state of these balances is due to the members' continued support
and the effort put into the fundraising events.

The Treasurer then gave a summary of The Tub Boat survey and the reasons
for the survey. There were 122 survey forms sent out to the members in
November 2007. As at 13.2.08 the results were: Access to website 75; no
access 36; moved away untraced 1; cancelled membership 1; noreply 9.

As aresult the 'no access' members will continue to receive a hard copy of
The Tub Boat and members who gave website access will receive The Tub
Boat on line. The Treasurer thanked members for replying to the survey.
The last part of this change is to ask new members to indicate their
preference on the membership application form, to try to keep the numbers
of printed copies and thus costs down.

The Treasurer advised members that the Trustees were considering the
information obtained from Charity Commission's website concerning the
need to set up a Trading Company or not. At the next committee meeting it
was agreed that we do not need to setup a Trading company.

Concluding, the Treasurer gave details of membership as at 11th February
2008.

2007/8
Total membership incl Life Members 133
Total members incl Life members 150
Total Life members 26

Finally, some thanks for assistance and support during the past year:

To Mike Moore for admin support and advice concerning the accounts.

To Betty Moore for all her efforts in the continuing fund-raising efforts.

To John Harris who examines the annual accounts.

To fellow Trustees for all that they do for BCHS and thus for the Bude canal.
Thank you one and all.



Bude Canal Regeneration Project

The works continue apace.

The connecting paths to the underpass at Helebridge are expected to be
complete by May 2008. Also in the Helebridge area clearance work on the
bottom of Marhamchurch inclined plane is due soon as preparation to the
works suggested by BCHS.

- = =¥

Clearance work at Helebridge. Photo: Chris Jewell

The resurfacing of Lower Wharf is nearing completion but there has been
representation concerning the surfaces of the cobbles. The result has been
the increase of smooth setts which has ultimately caused the removal of the
extension of the Barkhouse Green to compensate for the loss of green due to
the workshops being built. Personally I find this is an excessive
compromise to solve a problem. The workshops are now well under
construction and are being stonefaced and should blend in well.

Work has started on the extension to the Tourist Information Centre in the
Crescent car park which, as well as upgrading facilities, will have a Canal
Interpretation Centre.

Cutting reed growth in the middle pound has started in preparation for the
dredging and lock works. An interesting boat with two large paddles which
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can be operated

independently,

allowing excellent

manoeuvring, has |
been visible on the
lower and middle
pounds. The
extensive weed |
growth hiding the |
approaches to
Whalesborough
lock has been
cleared.

Reed cutter at work in Middle Pound. Photo: Chris Jewell

A rubble roadway
# has been laid from
just below Rodds
Bridge into the field
opposite and three
large containers
erected. Another
similar roadway
has been laid across
the field on the
north side of the
= canal from a
Work taking place at Rodds Bridge Lock. Photo: Chris Jewell gateway near the
river Strat bridge to
the lock, and work has just begun on furbishing it. Near the entrance to
Rodds Bridge Farm is a portable WC!
The towpath will be closed at various times from now until the late summer
to allow effective works to be carried out. The dredging will be pumped to
the high ground of Whalesborough farm on the Widemouth side of their
land.

Barge Workshop Helebridge Tub Boat
BCHS will be manning the workshop on Sunday afternoons from 2 - Spm
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from 1 June to 25 September 2008.

Bude Stratton Town Council who own the premises which store the tub boat
also store other large artefacts in the building and are intent on making
better use of the premises. Recently they have moved the Gregory
collection of an engineering workshop of belt-driven machinery to the
premises. Hopefully, this will be available to view during the summer.

Guided Walks - Sea lock to Helebridge

BCHS will be doing guide walks from sea lock to Helebridge for North
Cornwall District Council's Coast and Countryside Service commencing
22 June and every 2 weeks up to and including 28 September 2008.

The route is normally along the towpath but there may be some detours if
the towpath is closed for lock works and dredging. The walks will start at 2
pm at sea lock, Bude.

Visitto Cann Quarry & Tavistock Canals

Because of requests by members who missed them last year to repeat these
walks they will be repeated on 31 May 2008. Meet at 9.30 am in the Wharf
car park, Tavistock to check numbers and then double up to reduce the use
of cars. We will then go on to the Cann Quarry Canal arriving at the car park
by 10.30am. The walk is in two parts but should be completed by 12.30pm.
We return to Tavistock to take a lunch break and meet again in the Wharf car
park at 2.30pm to walk the Tavistock Canal and be back to return home by
Spm.

There is a charge of £2.50 per adult which includes leaflets about both
canals and directions to locate the Cann Quarry car park. These will be
distributed at start of visits at Tavistock on payment of £2.50. Hope to see
you there.

Visitto Merrifield Wheelpit

With the consent of Mr Ken James, owner of the Merrifield Wheelpit, the
Society is organising a visit on Saturday 14 June 2008. To aid with logistics,
we will meet initially at the Hobbacott layby on the outskirts of Stratton on
A3072 towards Red Post at 2pm. Please wear suitable footwear and
clothing. There is a minimal charge of £1 peradult. Chris Jewell



Ifyou interested in either or both of the above activities please complete the
enclosed booking form or advise by e-mail on info@bude-carnival.co.uk

Horse-drawn Barge Trip

Visit to the Grand Western Canal, Tiverton for a trip by horse-drawn barge
to Sampford Peverell. This boat trip is an annual event and this year is on
Saturday 28 June 2008. It is a one-way trip but is longer than the normal
return trip. See www.tivertoncanal.co.uk for further info.

The coach will leave Bude at 9.30 am from the Crescent car park for
Bickleigh, near Tiverton to visit Bickleigh Mill and/or the Devon Railway
Centre. 'www.bickleighmill.com' or 'www.devonrailwaycentre.co.uk'’
will yield further information. There will be an opportunity to have lunch at
Bickleigh Mill.

Later the coach will take us to Tiverton Wharf where we board the barge
which departs at 2.00pm for a 3% hour horse-drawn boat-trip to Sampford
Peverell. Refreshments will be available on the boat. The coach will leave
Sampford Peverell at 6.00 pm to return to Bude. The combined fare for both
coach andboatis £21 for adults and £10 for children under 13.

If you are interested please complete the enclosed booking form and return
it with your payment to Chris Jewell by 14 June 2008. Book early to avoid
disappointment. Betty Moore

Virworthy View

You have heard of the maxim 'call a spade a spade' - well, I wish this could
be applied when talking about the Bude Canal! The term Aqueduct has
crept in and is misleading in describing the canal. Most authoritative
accounts describe the canal by its function. The sea lock to Helebridge is
the Barge Canal, from there to the hinterland (Holsworthy, Virworthy and
Druxton) the Tub Boat Canal and from Virworthy to the Lower Tamar Lake,
the Feeder Arm. This would help people's understanding of the history of
the canal. The Aqueduct does play a part in the history as explained later.

I noticed a picture in a leaflet accompanying an activity sheet produced by
the Bude Canal Regeneration Project showing the sand rails coming from
the beach but says the sand was emptied into tub boats. Originally, barges
capable of carrying 16 tons were used at this point. They were towed out
through the sea lock and moored. At low tide they were filled with sand and
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at the next high tide were towed back through the sea lock and along the
canal to Helebridge basin where the sand, some 4-6 tons at a time was
transferred to tub boats. It was eventually realised that it would save time if
the tub boats were taken to the Lower Wharf and loaded from trucks taken
to the beach onrails over the bridge and tipped into them.

Another leaflet does correctly identify the Feeder Arm of the canal from the
Tamar Lake to Virworthy but nowhere in the leaflets is there reference to an
Aqueduct. I hope I do not sound pedantic but I do meet a lot of people who
are genuinely interested in the canal and it doesn't help when there are these
misrepresentations. As for the '"Aqueduct’, it does form part of the history as
it was in 1901 that Bude Urban District Council took over part of the canal
to deliver water from the Lower Lake to filter beds at Venn, some four and a
half miles, to provide drinking water for Bude. I believe it was at this time
the term Aqueduct was coined.

I hate to disappoint the many people I encounter asking “How far is it to the
Aqueduct” but they are usually consoled when they discover the wealth of
information at the Wharf. GeoffLowe

Membership Report
We welcome the following new members who have joined since
December:

Mr G R Edmonds, Woolsery, Devon.
Mr & Mrs R Bender, Hanover House, Bude
Mr A G Pinchback, Manor Road, Bude

I remind members who have not yet completed the questionnaire regarding
access to "The Tub Boat" magazines on our website to do so by return so
that we can accurately assess our future printing requirements. It is essential
to return your questionnaire if you wish to receive printed copies of the
newsletter in future, otherwise we will assume that you will view them on-
line. Will those members who have indicated that they do not require
printed copies please send their e-mail addresses to info@bude-canal.co.uk
if they have not already done so. This will enable them to be notified when
the newsletter is available on-line and for us to send any other notifications
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or booking forms, etc. Thank you for your assistance. Mike Moore

Bude in the 19th Century

The sixth edition (1892) of a "Thorough Guide to N Devon and N Cornwall'
by C S Ward MA and D Bartholomew FRGS lists the hotels as 'Falcon,
Bude and Globe the last unpretending' and post deliveries 7.30am and
7.30pm and despatches 9.45am and 5.10 pm. and continues, "Bude is a
widely scattered and disjointed village in a broad sandy valley about /2 mile
from the sea on the banks of a small stream (so much for the river Strat!) and
near the outlet of the Holsworthy and Bude canal. The place is alike lacking
in historical, architectural, or picturesque interest, and yet is yearly
increasing in size and popularity. Its attractions are extreme healthiness and
afine coast.

The Ceres outside the sea lock

The grandeur of the sea during storms can in few places be more impressive
than at Bude and how liable it is to storms will be sufficiently indicated
when we mention that it is a common thing for vessels to be unable to quit or
enter the haven for weeks together. Three months and more have
occasionally occurred during which no seaman dared to venture his craft
across the bar."

1



It continues, "Boating at Bude is practically nil and bathing, except in calm
weather, is dangerous. The bathing place for ladies is at Mearlake (sic), a
sandy cove on the north side of the haven; that for gentlemen is near the
breakwater, where a small bathing-pool has been cut in the rocks." This
latter is presumably "Tommy's Pit".

On leaving 'the village' we are recommended to make for Compass Point
'keeping well away from the edge of the cliffs owing to their crumbling
nature and the consequent liability of accompanying a landslip on to the
rocks below.

Leaving Compass Point and passing through a stone wall by a stile, and
then climbing a short slope, we reach a mound called Efford Beacon on the
edge of the cliff. The view south and south-west down the coast is
magnificent.'

Black Rock at Widemouth Bay, taken early 1900s

The bay below us is Widemouth Bay, half way along which on the shore is
the Black Rock, a dark pillar of schist where Featherstone the wrecker is
doomed to twine "cordage of the sand." (Ed.)
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THE TUB BOAT

Newsletter of the Bude Canal & Harbour Society

Forthcoming Events:

Sat 24/Sun25 May IWA National Trailboat Festival on the Grand
Western Canal

Sun 31May Visit to Tavistock and Cann Quarry Canal

Sat 14 June Visit to Merrifield wheelpit. Meet 2.00pm £1 pp

Sat 28 June Visit to Bickleigh Mill & Tiverton for trip on
horse-drawn barge

Sun 3 August Bude Canal Day and Gurney Day

Sat 16 " Stall at Bude Carnival

Copy for the next edition of the Tub Boat should be addressed to:
The Editor, Tregea, Lower Upton, Bude, Cornwall EX23 OLS
to reach him by 29th June 2008.

Trustees:

Chairman Audrey Wheatley
Vice Chairman David Phillips
Secretary Bryan Dudley Stamp
Treasurer Chris Jewell
Events Secretary Betty Moore
The Tub Boat Editor Lawrence Wheatley
Other members Jill White

Anne Longley
Membership Secretary Mike Moore (non-trustee)
Minuting Secretary Judy Crabtree (non-trustee)
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